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The Strathcona

Gardener

Growing with the Community

April 2016

President’s Message
Hi Folks

Hope you were able to join us at our March monthly meeting where we watched the movie
Open Sesame - The Story of Seeds. 64+ members were in attendance, including 15 visitors. It was nice
to see some new faces at the movie and participants enjoyed the movie treats in bags. The club
currently has 116 members to date.

Health Canada decides whether genetically modified food can be sold across the country. They define
GMOs as having been derived by one of three methods. Besides traditional crossbreeding (grafting or
joining plants so they grow together; and hybridization, or transferring pollen between plants), there's
mutagenesis (mutation caused by chemicals or radiation, a process that led to the development of Ruby
Red grapefruit by scientists in Texas in the 1970s). There is also genetic engineering involving the
transfer of DNA from one organism to another - between species for instance. This third method,
devised in California in the early 1970s, has sparked concerns over so-called "Frankenfoods," introducing
animal genes into plants. While these products have been developed in labs, none are available on the
market. Despite the 90s attempt of a tomato crossed with a fish, no such animal - or plant - currently
exists. Genes can also be moved between plants of the same species to alter traits, as with the Artic
apple, which involves a bacterium as well as genetic material from a cauliflower virus. Skeptics have
criticized this process but scientists in the field are more optimistic. Until the Artic apple goes on sale,
the only GM fruits and vegetables sold in Canada are Hawaiian papayas, corn and some squash from
the U.S. Many processed foods contain corn, soybean, canola or sugar beet; these crops are mainly
grown using GM seeds. 64 countries require labelling of GM foods and Canada is not one of them. It
appears when it comes to GMOs both consumers and producers are in a tough position. After viewing
the movie I wanted to learn more about open pollenated seeds and include more heritage varieties of
vegetables in my garden plans this year.

On March 19 16 members enjoyed the Talk, Tour and Grow workshop at Salisibury Greenhouse .Thank
you to Bob Sproule who introduced participants to all the products available for gardening enthusiasts
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this year. Spending part of the day in the lush greenhouse was great and the opportunity to hear head
gardener, Mario share his expertise with plant stem cuttings was excellent. Salisbury Greenhouse has
always supported the Strathcona County Garden Club and will be our host for the April 14th meeting.
Come early to Salisbury Greenhouse to hear Rob Sproule discussing new varieties available in 2016. The
Farmers Market is also on this evening so it will be busy. The meeting will start promptly at 7 pm and we
will continue with our monthly snack, coffee and raffle. We always welcome horticultural related
donations to our monthly raffle table. Again this year the Hutchet children, who are members will be
taking orders for their tomato plants and herbs which they raise and sell at a very reasonable price.

On March 30 the Old Man Creek community gardeners met and celebrate 11 years of great gardening
opportunities at this site. There are 101 plots allocated this year and a new addition, an area designated
for the Strathcona Food Bank. Please consider potting up a few extra vegetables this spring to donate in
support of the Strathcona Food Bank.

On Saturday May 14 the club is hosting a greenhouse hop to Aspen Ridge, Theils Greenhouse in
Buderheim and J and C Gardens in Leduc. The cost is $5.00 for members with a limit of 25 participants.
Bus transportation will be provided to members free of charge for this event. On May 28 the club will
host our annual plant sale at Smeltzer House. We need volunteers to help with this event so let us know
if you have some time to spare to help set up, transport and take down this worthwhile event.

Hope you can join us for the many horticultural events available with the Strathcona County Garden
Club this spring.

Till next time,
Cathe Rummery

Next Meeting

Thursday April 14, 2016 7 – 9:00 pm

Salisbury Greenhouse

Rob Sproule, Salisbury Greenhouse

“New Varieties for 2016”

Coffee, snacks and raffle will all resume. Seed exchange continues.
Please be punctual, as the meeting will start promptly at 7 pm!
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Movie Feedback Requested
The folks who provide the movie for community screenings have asked us to provide
feedback from people who attended our event.  If you saw last month’s viewing of
“Open Sesame – The Story of Seeds”, please send your comments to us, either by
replying to the Newsletter email, or by emailing strathgardenclub@gmail.com. We will
consolidate them and pass them on.  Please do so by April 16, 2016.

Annual Seed Exchange
The Seed Exchange will continue till May.  Just bring a package of your surplus seeds –
saved from your garden or purchased – and take a package in exchange.  It’s a great
way to have leftover seeds put to use and an inexpensive way to try something new.

Upcoming Events

Regular Monthly Meetings

May 12, 2016 Carol Maier, Country Road Greenhouses
“Everything Tomatoes”

June 9, 2016 Joe Gadbois, Greenland Garden Center
“A New Way with Perennials - in Planters!”

July 14, 2016 Elizabeth Walker, Herbalist, Herbwalkers Apothecary
“Medicine Making, Skincare and Healthcare”

August, 2016 No regular meeting

Sep 8, 2016 Thean Pheh “Soil Preparation – Zero Tillage”

October 13, 2016 Annual General Meeting
Tami Hay “Micro-greens Workshop and Demonstration”

Nov 24, 2016 Christmas Potluck Social
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Other Special Events

May 14, 2016 Greenhouse Hop Bus Tour
Saturday Tour is for members only – maximum of 25 - and costs $5. Sign up

at the regular meeting. Tour includes Aspen Ridge Greenhouse, J
& C Gardens, and Thiel’s Greenhouse. Meet at the Walmart
parking lot on Wye Road at 9:45 a.m.  Bus will depart at 10 a.m.
sharp.  Bring your own lunch and boxes for transporting your
purchases home.

May 28, 2016 Spring Plant Sale
Saturday Drop off plants at Smeltzer House between noon and 1 p.m. Sale

occurs from 1 – 3 p.m.  Please pot your donated items and label
them with the name, color, height, growing requirements, etc. We
require volunteers to assist with this event, as well as boxes or flats
for packaging purchases.

July 16, 2016 Tour of Dr. Ieune Evans acreage; more details to follow.

Membership Perk$
Our local greenhouses appreciate your business and recognize your

Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card:

Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)
Stocks Berry Farms Aspen Ridge Greenhouse
Cal’s Grower Direct Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre
Cannor Nurseries Ellerslie Garden Centre
Salisbury Greenhouse


