
1

The Strathcona

Gardener

Growing with the Community

February 2016

President’s Message
Hi Folks:

Hope you were able to join us at our January 2016 meeting when we welcomed Joe Gadbois
from Greenland Garden Centre discussing perennials. Joe was an awesome speaker with a
vast knowledge of perennials. He impressed us with his Latin, as well. 63 + members were in
attendance at our January meeting. To date 74 members have purchased their 2016 Strathcona
County Garden Club memberships, including 27 Old Man Creek community gardeners.

Members are encouraged to support our raffle table by donating horticultural related items. We
gladly accept houseplants and have had some interesting plants donated by members over the
years. In February we will start our annual seed exchange. Members are encouraged to bring
surplus seeds to the front table and exchange for something new. You bring one - then take
one. The seed exchange will continue at our monthly meetings till spring. I really enjoy saving
and sharing seeds. Seeds have amazing ways of traveling, from floating through the air like
dandelions or attracting themselves to a squirrel's tail or your garden boots. As a child my
grandfather used to have my cousins and I put on his woollen socks and run through wild
meadows in Ontario. We would "catch" wild columbine, brown eyed Susans, lupins and lots of
burs.

Thank you kindly to our member Sherisse who has volunteered her help with social media. The
Strathcona Garden Club Executive is exploring options with creating a web page for the Garden
Club. We have an excellent line-up of monthly guest speakers and many interesting field trip
opportunities every year and we would like to have a place to share this information with current
and new members.

Hope you can join us on Thursday February 11, 2016 at 7 pm sharp to hear Travis
Kennedy on Urban Farming. Travis runs Lactuca, a thriving urban farm located on Northlands
grounds in Edmonton. Their mission is to cultivate high quality, diverse and unique agricultural
products for the urban marketplace in conscientious and sustainable ways. This will be a great
opportunity to hear about the unique agricultural products grown in the heart of downtown
Edmonton. Before Travis's presentation we will have one of our younger members Kainen share
his summer bee keeping experiences with his grandfather in Ardrossan.
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Looking ahead, in March we will have a FREE community viewing of the movie Open Sesame -
The Story of Seeds. The format of our March 2016 monthly meeting is on WEDNESDAY March
9 at 7pm and will not have coffee or the raffle table this evening. Instead we will enjoy fresh
popcorn, hear from Kelly Gilliam from Seeds of Diversity and view the 80 minute movie. As this
event is free to all, we encourage you to invite friends, family and neighbours to this community
viewing.
Hope you can join us at the many upcoming horticultural events with the Strathcona County
Garden Club.

Till next time,
Cathe Rummery

Next Meeting

Thursday, February 11, 2016 7 – 9 pm Council Chambers

Strathcona County Community Centre Festival Avenue

1. Kainen Hutlet “A Bit about Beekeeping”
Kainen is one of our youth members and he will talk briefly about his summer

beekeeping experience helping his grandfather at Ardrossan.

2. Feature Speaker Travis Kennedy “Urban Farming”

Travis Kennedy is the founder of Lactuca, a 1 acre commercial Urban Farm on the
Northlands grounds just minutes from Downtown Edmonton. Travis attended Olds
College in Alberta for Diplomas in Greenhouse Management and Nursery Production
and finished his schooling at the University of Alberta in Sustainable Agricultural
Systems. He relies on his eye for detail and his experience managing production systems
from vineyards to in ground soil greenhouses. Travis founded the Edmonton Organic
Growers Guild in 2005 and has worked across Edmonton on various horticultural
projects, in addition to Lactuca which became Alberta’s first urban farm in 2012.

Annual Seed Exchange
The Seed Exchange begins at our February 11 meeting and will continue till May.  Just
bring a package of your surplus seeds – saved from your garden or purchased – and
take a package in exchange.  It’s a great way to have leftover seeds put to use and an
inexpensive way to try something new.

Please be on time
and ‘lug your mug’
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Upcoming Events

Regular Monthly Meetings

March 9, 2016 Note the change of day / date to Wednesday for this event
7 – 9:30 pm Council Chambers

Kelly Gilliam, Director, Seeds of Diversity
Screening of Movie, "Open Sesame - the Story of Seeds"
http://www.opensesamemovie.com

April 14, 2016 Note the venue change to Salisbury Greenhouse for this
meeting
Rob Sproule, Salisbury Greenhouse “New Varieties”

May 12, 2016 Carol Maier, Country Road Greenhouses
“Everything about Tomatoes”

June 9, 2016 TBA

July 14, 2016 Elizabeth Walker, Herbalist, Herbwalkers Apothecary
“Medicine Making, Skincare and Healthcare”

August, 2016 No regular meeting

September 8, 2016 TBA

October 13, 2016 TBA

November 24, 2016 Christmas Potluck Social

Other Special Events
May 28, 2016 Spring Plant Sale – more details to come

Brenda is busy working on some other exciting events.  We’ll announce them in future
newsletters as details are finalized.  But we also welcome your ideas for workshops,
field trips, etc. that will capture our gardeners’ imaginations.
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Some Seedy Sundays in our Area
Sherwood Park Seedy Sunday
Sunday March 13, 2016 11 to 4
Salisbury Greenhouse, 52337 Range Road 232
Sherwood Park, AB
Contact: Brandie Harrop 780-916-8737 brandieharrop@gmail.com

Edmonton Seedy Sunday
Sunday March 20, 2016 10 to 4
Central Lions Senior Citizens Recreation Centre
Cultural Center, 11113 113 St NW
Edmonton, AB

Raffle Proceeds
Our treasurer, Bud Milsom, tells us that our raffles are a valuable source of revenue for
the Garden Club.  Of course, we all buy the tickets just to try our luck at taking home
some special item from the table.

We want the members to know that we appreciate all of the items you so generously
donate for the raffle table; it is exciting each month to see what appears.  So a hearty
thank you to both those who donate items and those who purchase tickets.

Our Mature Demographics
We can hardly fail to notice that our membership is quite heavily weighted toward the
‘mature’ end of the age spectrum.  But aging is all a matter of perspective, for example:

I very quietly confided to my best friend that I was having an affair.
She turned to me and asked, "Are you having it catered?"

And that, my friend, is the sad definition of "OLD"!

And, speaking of catering (and potlucks), do you know how to prevent sagging?
Just eat until the wrinkles fill out!

Finally, there was the little old lady who, when asked what the best thing was about being 104
years old, very smartly replied “No peer pressure”.


