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President’s Message 

Hi folks: 

I hope you were able to join us at our January 2017 monthly meeting where we hosted Tammy 

Anklam from Strathcona County Planning discussing sustainability. We had a good turn out with 
75 + members enjoying the information.                                                                               

Currently the club has 72 2017 paid members, including 26 Old Man Creek Community 

gardeners. Memberships are now due and are $20.00 for single or family members and $20.00 
for Old Man Creek community gardeners.                                                                                   

On Sunday March 12 Salisbury Greenhouse will host the third annual Seedy Sunday from 11 to 

4. This event is a great opportunity to buy organic and heirloom seeds, get information  on how 
to garden, get information on health and wellness, listen to informative speakers talk about 
gardening topics, take advantage of free give-aways and  the seed give/ take seed table.            

I hope you can join us February 9th at 7pm sharp at the Community Centre when we host Merril 

Lasby discussing drought resistant perennials.  

Till next time,                                                                                                                           
Cathe Rummery 

How’s Your Basic Bookkeeping? 
Our Society Bylaws require that each year, our financial records be reviewed.  This is in 

preparation for the financial statements we present to the members at the Annual General 

Meeting and submit to Service Alberta to keep our registration as a society up to date.  The 

review can be done by two members; it would require about a half day, sometime between 

March and May.  Can you help us?  Our books are very straightforward, as the number of 

financial transactions in a year is quite low. The task does not require a high level of accounting 

expertise; basic bookkeeping and common sense are adequate for the job.  Please contact the 

Executive if you are able to help with this small, but essential, task. 
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Thursday February 9, 2017   7 - 9 pm                             

Strathcona County Community Center, Council Chambers 

Speaker: Merril Lasby, Horticulture team Lead, Strathcona County 

Topic:      Drought Resistant Plants 

 

Merrill is no stranger to the Garden Club, having been a member who also produced our 

newsletter some years back. Merril is passionate about native plants and preserving 

biodiversity, so the topic of plants, especially perennials, that can survive the ‘dry spells’ 

is right up her alley. 

Our Seed Exchange starts in February and will continue until April. You bring a pack of 

seeds and take a pack.  In May, any remaining seeds are ‘free for all’.                         

Bring your mug, help save the planet, and enter to win a Tim Horton’s coffee card. 

 

How Should We Celebrate                         

Canada’s 150th Birthday? 

 

Some members have suggested ways for the Garden Club to commemorate our country’s 150th 

birthday: a school garden; a foodbank garden; a seed library; a garden party; a compost sale. 

There are many other possibilities. 

West Coast Seeds has a donation program whereby groups and organizations can access 

seeds to start a garden project.  Some of these ideas would require coordinating with other 

groups and / or County departments.  The County’s Information and Volunteer Centre (IVC) is 

hosting a volunteer challenge this year, encouraging residents to register and report their 

volunteer hours in 2017, with a commemorative pin and certificate presented to every volunteer 

who registers 150 or more hours of volunteer service, whether within the County or elsewhere.  

This is part of a nation-wide challenge event. 

2017 is already well underway.  Tell us your thoughts: what would be a suitable way for 

Strathcona County Garden Club to commemorate this event? 
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Upcoming Events 

2017 Regular Meetings 

March 9  Greenland Garden Centre, “New Varieties” 
April 13  Kenton Zerbin, “Companion Gardening” 
May 11  Morgan Webb, Greenland Garden Center Topic to be confirmed 
June 8  Brenda Nachtegaele and Matt Wood, Strathcona County, “Weed and 

Small Animal Control” 
July 13          Edmonton & Area Land Trust, “Bee Hotel Workshop and Presentation”  
 

 

Potluck Punch  

This is the recipe for the punch served at our Christmas potluck social. 

48 ounces pineapple juice 

1 bottle of cranberry juice 

1 can of frozen orange juice concentrate 

26 ounces ginger ale [DO NOT SUBSTITUTE] 

26 ounces 7-UP [DO NOT SUBSTITUTE] 

1 can frozen lemonade concentrate 

1 package frozen strawberries 

Ice cubes to chill punch. Cheers! 

 

Membership Perk$ 

Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card: 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            

Stocks Berry Farms  Aspen Ridge Greenhouse                                           

Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Cannor Nurseries 

Ellerslie Garden Centre  Salisbury Greenhouse                                                  
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I’m Sorry, Susan! 

Last month, as I welcomed our new Fundraising Coordinator, I referred to her 

incorrectly as Sharon.  Members, let me introduce the new lady at the draw table: her 

name is Susan Robblee. 

 

Email us at strathgardenclub@gmail.com 

Also visit us online at www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

A Visit to a Hawaiian Garden 

In January, I spent 10 days in Hawaii with my son and my sister. On the Big Island, we 

visited the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden, home to over 2500 different species of 

tropical plants from around the world. The garden was created by hand from a rainforest 

jungle, over an 8 year period, by the landowners and a few labourers.  Our entire visit 

was conducted in a torrential downpour – why not? It is, after all, a rainforest! Here are 

a few pictures, courtesy of my son, Stephan.  

 

mailto:strathgardenclub@gmail.com
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