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Growing with the Community

January 2016

President’s Message
Hi Folks:

Greetings from Zihuatenejo, Mexico. Several years ago I discovered this happy place and
realized that deep sea fishing, like gardening, provides endless opportunities to appreciate that
good things are worth the wait. Also, bringing home your supper is always delicious.

Hope you were able to join us on November 19 at A.J. Ottewell for our annual potluck
celebration. 47 members enjoyed the delicious food, raffle, hall, and musical entertainment.
Thank you kindly to the many folks who came early to help set up and to the many members
who cleaned up after the event. Brenda Brooke provides the white tablecloths and Christmas
decorations every year and it is much appreciated and helped put us in the Christmas spirit. I
was really impressed by the generous food donations that were brought by members and
collected for the Strathcona Food Bank. The raffle raised $218 which has been donated to the
Strathcona Food Bank. It felt great to drop off the donated food and the cash on behalf of the
Strathcona County Garden Club.

Looking ahead on January 14, 2016 we will host Joe Gadbois from Greenland with a power
point on perennials. At our February meeting, we will have an opportunity to learn about urban
agriculture with Travis Kennedy and start off the meeting with one of our younger members
Kamryn sharing his summer beekeeping experiences. In March, we will have a speaker from
Seeds of Diversity and will present a community viewing of the the movie “Open Sesame:The
Story of Seeds”.

Important things to remember. Plants provide:

1. The air we breathe.....plants provide oxygen and help regulate climate
2. The food we eat......all food comes directly or indirectly from plants
3. The water we drink..... healthy plant systems purify water and prevent erosion
4. The medicines we need...... more than 80 pharmaceutical products are or were originally

derived from plants
5. Clothing we wear
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6. Shelter we see
7. Beauty that nourishes the soul

The 2016 $20 membership fees are now due and can be dropped off at monthly meetings or
mailed to Pat Komarniski. Annual events with the club this year will include excellent monthly
speakers, plant sale, Salisbury Talk Tour and Grow workshop, greenhouse tours, Barr Winery,
and our annual potluck celebration, to name a few.

The Strathcona County Garden Club had another great year in 2015. We hope to see you all in
2016, enjoying the many upcoming horticultural events with the club.

Till next time,
Cathe Rummery

Next Meeting

Thursday, January 14, 2016 7 – 9 pm Council Chambers

Strathcona County Community Centre Festival Avenue

Joe Gadbois Greenland Garden Centre
“Spotlight on Perennials”

Joe says “My talk is entitled “Spotlight on Perennials” and will showcase how
perennials can be major focal points in the garden, and not just “filler” between
your trees and shrubs. It will include some of my personal favorites as well as
some of the most exciting new varieties coming for 2016. I will attempt to
highlight varieties that are unique and easy to grow, and I will share some ideas
for those tough spaces where nothing seems to grow.”

A self-professed “plant geek”, Joe has been gardening his entire life. Always at home
outdoors, as a boy he enjoyed helping his mom and grandma in the garden, while
dreaming of becoming a meteorologist. That ambition changed.  While doing research
for a school social studies project, he discovered the pink lady’s slipper orchid, the floral
emblem of Prince Edward Island. This triggered a 15 year-long obsession with orchids,
which quickly branched into other areas of horticulture and botany. Joe has always
been attracted to the “weird and wonderful” when it comes to plants. His passion for
perennials has produced a collection of some 400 different varieties, the expansion of
which is hindered only by space. Since falling in love with Greenland Garden Centre,
having taken up a summer job there while attending university 7 years ago, Joe has
assumed the post of Perennials Department Manager at Greenland. He is also a co-
host on Greenland’s Sunday morning talk show, The Garden Show, on 630 CHED.

Remember to
Lug your Mug!
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Upcoming Events

Regular Monthly Meetings

February 11, 2016 Travis Kennedy “Urban Farming”

March 10, 2016 Kelly Gilliam, Seeds of Diversity
Screening of Movie, "Open Sesame, the Story of Seeds"

Membership Perk$
Our local greenhouses appreciate your business and recognize your

Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card:

Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)
Stocks Berry Farms Aspen Ridge Greenhouse
Cal’s Grower Direct Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre
Cannor Nurseries Ellerslie Garden Centre
Salisbury Greenhouse

Let it snow, let it snow……..

pleeeze let it snow!
About this time of year, many of us begin to wail about having to shovel the
walks, YET AGAIN, and our backs hurt, and we hate getting into cold vehicles,
and……… and ………..and……..!

Some of us actually take ourselves seriously and just up and head for warmer
climes to escape at least part of Winter’s Harshness. [I’ll be one of them come the
end of January.]

BUT WHAT IS HAPPENING?  THERE IS NO SNOW – barely enough to toboggan
down the hill, nowhere near enough to build a respectable Canadian Snowman,
and certainly not enough to protect the moisture in our soil or prevent further
depletion of it.

Best we heed the admonishment – be careful what you wish for.


