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       The Strathcona 

Gardener               
Growing with the Community 

 
July 2017 

President’s Message 
Hi Folks, 

I hope you were able to join us at our June monthly meeting when we welcomed Brenda 
Nachtegaele and Matt Wood from Strathcona County discussing prohibited plants and small 
mammal control. 54 members signed in at the door with 3 visitors. The Strathcona County 
Garden Club currently has 148 members with 32 new members this year. Excellent! Welcome 
to new members Leslie Walker, Sonja Rattray and Cindy Greenwood. I hope you enjoy the 
monthly guest speakers, horticultural related field trips and special events hosted by the club. 
 
Our annual plant sale at Smeltzer House in May was a success. Thank you to the countless 
volunteers who potted up, set up, worked and helped out at the event. The club has been 
having this plant sale for over 20 years and it is always a fun event. We had an interesting 
variety of plants and we sold out in under an hour. Thank you to member Pegi Gunn- 
Graham who documents and identifies all the donations we receive each year. There were 373 
plants donated with a total revenue of $ 387.00, with $ 66.00 in expenses. Well done folks. 
 
On July 13 at 7pm sharp we are hosting an Edmonton Area and Land Trust presentation and 
bee hotel workshop for members. This is a new learning opportunity for members to enjoy and 
will be both informative and hands- on. I hope you can join us at the many upcoming     
horticultural related events hosted by the club.  Happy gardening.                                              
 
 

                                                                     Till next time,                                                                                                                 
                                                                     Cathe Rummery                                                                                                                
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Thursday July 13, 2017   7 - 9 pm 

Strathcona County Community Center                                                                     

Meeting Room 2 

Speakers:   Edmonton & Area Land Trust 
Topic: Presentation about Bees followed by Bee Hotel Workshop 

 
Pre-registration with Brenda is required so we have sufficient 
materials if you wish to construct a bee hotel.   It’s a great deal for a 
$1 draw ticket!                                                                       

Bring your mug, help save the planet,                                                                                                                      

and enter to win a Tim Horton’s coffee card. 

 

 

She Set the Bar High 

For eight years, Brenda Brooke has worked tirelessly as our Events Co-ordinator; for 

several of those years, she did double duty as President. The results have 

been astounding: great attendance at our monthly meetings, ever-increasing 

membership and an amazing record of speakers, topics and special events 

that have been interesting, informative, relevant and entertaining.  

Brenda has advised the Executive that she will not continue as Event 

Coordinator after the elections at the October AGM.  She has offered to 

mentor the new Event Coordinator and she has a great deal of 

information to pass on. This position is critical to the continued success of 

the Garden Club and the Executive urges any member or members who may 

be interested in this role to speak to us. 

Upcoming Events 

Pick Up your Companion Planting Chart 

The Club is providing each member with a laminated 11” X 17” color copy of the Companion Planting 

Guide that accompanied Kenton Zerbin’s talk in April.  This is a durable tool to help you make planting 

decisions. Because of the size, you must pick yours up.  

You can do so at the regular meeting on July 13th September 14th.   
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2017 Regular Meetings 

There is no meeting in August 

Sept 14  Local grape Grower, Kelly Ross, Arrow Vineyard in the Okanagan Lakes 

"Growing Grapes in Strathcona County " Check out his Facebook Page. 
Oct 12  Annual General Meeting   

Speaker / Topic to be determined 

November Christmas Potluck Social 

                               

 

       Our Hive  

                          Keeps Growing  

         and Growing 
     
 

    The Strathcona County Garden  
 

     Club now has 147 members, 32 of whom joined in 2017.  
 

    To recognize achieving the milestone  of 150 members,  
 
                  and in commemoration of Canada’s          150th birthday,  
 

  the Executive is offering a free                           membership,  
 

    valid until December 2018, to the 150th member to join. Perhaps we’ll  
 
     meet the lucky new member at the meeting on                    July 13th. 

Plant Sale Turns 25 

Next year will mark the 25th year of the Garden Club hosting the Spring Plant Sale. 
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We love this event, and want to make it bigger and better in 2018.  This year, 373 plants were 

donated for the plant sale and we were sold out in about an hour.  The Executive will be 

considering ways to enhance the event, but here is the bottom line.  It depends on you, our 

Members, who take the time to pot-up some spare plant material from your gardens.  Or maybe 

you have friends or family who would be happy to share from their gardens as well. 

I know we are barely into summer, but now is a great time to look at which of your perennials 

will need dividing. Plants divided in fall can be potted and the pots dug into the ground; they are 

then ready to go in spring! 

Let’s make our 25th annual Spring Plant Sale one to remember with more plants, and even 

greater diversity of plants.  Maybe you have something rare or very special or hard to find that 

you can share….. I can hardly wait! 

Strawberries……oh my! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

This photo was supplied by member Merle Milsom, with this note:                                        

What a nice clean way to grow strawberries and they’d be a breeze to pick.  Looks like they are                

planted in eavestroughing. I bet they have a regulated drip watering system.  Very cool. Thanks Merle! 

Membership Perk$ 
Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card: 
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Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            

Stocks Berry Farms  Aspen Ridge Greenhouse                                           

Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Cannor Nurseries 

Ellerslie Garden Centre  Salisbury Greenhouse                                                  

Contact Sheila Flint 780 417 7132 regarding Old Man Creek Community Garden 

Email us at strathgardenclub@gmail.com 

Also visit us online at www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

mailto:strathgardenclub@gmail.com
http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/

