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Growing with the Community

March 2016

President’s Message
Hi Folks:

Hope you were able to join us on February 11, 2016 when we learned all about local
beekeeping and sustainable urban agriculture at Lactuca Farms. A young Garden Club
member, Kainen, shared an interesting powerpoint presentation documenting his summer
beekeeping experiences with his grandfather in Ardrossan. It was great to see each stage of
the process with pictures for documentation. Thank you for sharing your worthy family project
with members Kainen. Well done!

Thank you also to Travis Kennedy from Lactuca Farms who shared his vast experience with
sustainable urban agriculture. At the Northlands garden site, they have a 5 week cycle from
seed to harvest with salad greens- very impressive. Currently in Canada vegetable prices are
18.2 percent higher than they were a year ago. Fresh fruit prices are up more than 16.9 percent
in the past year. The falling loonie continues to have an impact on prices in Canada, new data
from StatsCan shows, with inflation accelerating in January. Canada imports most of its fruits
and vegetables making those items more sensitive to changes in the loonie.

66+ members were in attendance at our February meeting and we have 93 paid memberships
to date, including 40 Old Man Creek community garden plot members. Please remember to
renew your 2016 membership by mail, to Pat Komarniski or in person, at the next monthly
meeting. We welcome new members Anne Hender, Colleen Horon and Tessa Mathison and
hope you enjoy all the great gardening opportunities with the Strathcona County Garden Club.

On Wednesday March 9 at 7pm, we are pleased to be showing a free community viewing of the
movie Open Sesame - The Story of Seeds. Please note the day change to Wednesday for this
monthly meeting. We will not have our usual raffle and coffee available at this meeting but we
will provide popcorn and movie snacks. The meeting will start with Kelly Gilliam from Seeds of
Diversity, then snack to enjoy the 80 minute movie. Please invite your family, neighbors and
friends to this free opportunity sponsored by the club.

Local community events in March include the second annual Seedy Sunday on March 13, 2016
at Salisbury Greenhouse from 11 am to 4 pm. Check out their Facebook page to find out about
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guest speakers, demonstrations and exciting vendors that will be available to answer your
gardening questions. The Strathcona County Garden Club will have a table again this year to
promote membership and offer a place for participants to swap seeds. Our seed exchange will
continue at the front table of our monthly meeting. Please bring your surplus seeds to our
monthly meetings for an opportunity to take a pack of different seeds home. We hope to offer
our annual Talk, Tour and Grow workshop at Salisbury Greenhouse in late March, but the date
has not been finalized at this time. We will keep members posted and will let you know when the
date and time has been confirmed.

Brenda Brooke has lined up some excellent guest speakers and special gardening events for
members to enjoy this spring. Looking ahead we will host a greenhouse hop on May 14, starting
at 10 am and visiting three greenhouses. Our April 14th monthly meeting will be at Salisbury
Greenhouse featuring Rob Sproule discussing new varieties. Our annual plant sale at Smeltzer
House is booked for May 28th. Please consider potting up houseplants and perennials to share
with members at this fun event.

Hope you are able to join us at our many upcoming horticultural events.

Till next time,
Cathe Rummery

Next Meeting

Wednesday March 9, 2016 7 – 9:30 pm

Council Chambers Strathcona County Community Centre

401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park
Please note several important changes for this event:

- Wednesday, not Thursday and time extended to 9:30
- There will be no raffle; please hold your donations till next month
- Instead of coffee and the usual delights, we will have lemon water, popcorn and

concession treats
- No charge for anything or anyone; please invite family and friends to share this

event with us
-

1. Kelly Gilliam, Director, Seeds of Diversity
Kelly will do a short talk on the organization, Seeds of Diversity and on Saving Seeds.

2. Screening of Movie, "Open Sesame - the Story of Seeds"
The next page provides excerpts about the film, taken from a Press Release and from the web site

http://www.opensesamemovie.com.
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“Open Sesame: The Story of Seeds” Screening

Open Sesame – The Story of Seeds is a feature length documentary about a tiny part of the food chain
with a big impact: SEEDS. Directed by award-winning filmmaker Sean Kaminsky, the film looks at the
exceptional challenges that face seeds and our food supply.

According to the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN), approximately 90 percent of the
fruit and vegetable varieties that existed 100 years ago are gone. Heritage grain is near extinction.
Meanwhile, GMO crops threaten traditional varieties via cross-contamination and patents prevent small
farmers from breeding new varieties. Yet seed diversity is essential to provide food for a growing
population in a changing climate.

One of the world’s most precious resources is at risk. This timely and emotionally moving
documentary illuminates what is at stake and what can be done to protect the source of nearly all our
food: SEEDS. Seeds provide the basis for everything from fabric, to food to fuels. Seeds are as essential
to life as the air we breathe or water we drink…but given far less attention.

According to the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN), approximately 90 percent of the
fruit and vegetable varieties that existed 100 years ago no longer exist today. Heritage grain is near
extinction. Seeds that were lovingly nurtured over decades or even hundreds of years have been lost
forever. Maintaining seed biodiversity allows us to breed new varieties that are resistant to pests or
thrive in temperature extremes. This is essential in a changing climate.

Most people unless they garden or farm aren’t aware of the risks facing our seed supply. This film seeks
to change that by empowering people to take seeds back into their own hands in ways both small and
large.

In this film you will meet a diverse range of individuals whose lives center around seeds. Farmers.
Renegade gardeners. Passionate seed savers. Artists. Seed activists. This film tells the story of seeds by
following their challenges and triumphs as they work to save this precious resource.

It’s not too late…yet.

Annual Seed Exchange

The Seed Exchange will continue till May.  Just bring a package of your surplus seeds –
saved from your garden or purchased – and take a package in exchange.  It’s a great
way to have leftover seeds put to use and an inexpensive way to try something new.
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Upcoming Events

Regular Monthly Meetings

April 14, 2016 Note the venue change to Salisbury Greenhouse for this
meeting
Rob Sproule, Salisbury Greenhouse “New Varieties”

May 12, 2016 Carol Maier, Country Road Greenhouses
“Everything about Tomatoes”

June 9, 2016 Joe Gadbois, Greenland
“A New Way with Perennials - in Planters!

July 14, 2016 Elizabeth Walker, Herbalist, Herbwalkers Apothecary
“Medicine Making, Skincare and Healthcare”

August, 2016 No regular meeting

September 8, 2016 TBA

October 13, 2016 TBA

November 24, 2016 Christmas Potluck Social

Other Special Events

May 14, 2016 Greenhouse Hop
Aspen Ridge Greenhouse , J & C Gardens, and Thiel’s
Greenhouse. Transportation will be by bus. More details will follow.

May 28, 2016 Spring Plant Sale – Smeltzer House; more details to come

July 16, 2016 Tour of Dr. Ieune Evans acreage; more details to follow.
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Seedy Sundays in our Area

Sherwood Park Seedy Sunday
Sunday March 13, 2016 11 to 4
Salisbury Greenhouse, 52337 Range Road 232
Sherwood Park, AB
Contact: Brandie Harrop 780-916-8737 brandieharrop@gmail.com

Edmonton Seedy Sunday
Sunday March 20, 2016 10 to 4
Central Lions Senior Citizens Recreation Centre
Cultural Center, 11113 113 St NW
Edmonton, AB

Membership Perk$

Our local greenhouses appreciate your business and recognize your
Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card:

Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)
Stocks Berry Farms Aspen Ridge Greenhouse
Cal’s Grower Direct Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre
Cannor Nurseries Ellerslie Garden Centre
Salisbury Greenhouse


