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The Strathcona

Gardener

Growing with the Community

May 2016

President’s Message
Hi folks:

Hope you were able to join us at our April meeting at Salisbury Greenhouse when we heard Rob
Sproule discussing new varieties and trends in the industry for this growing season. He shared
his vast experience with gardening in Alberta and entertained us with his humor and helpful
tips. Thank you to Salisbury Greenhouse for allowing us to host our meeting at their beautiful
greenhouse and special thanks to Kim for going the extra mile for the Strathcona County
Garden Club. 84 members were in attendance at our April meeting, including 4 visitors and 5
new members. Welcome to new members. I hope that you enjoy the interesting guest speakers
and horticultural related special benefits that are offered through the club.

We will be back at the Community Centre in Council Chambers on May 12 at 7 pm to hear Carol
Maier from Country Road Greenhouse discussing tomatoes. On June 9 we host Joe Gabdois
from Greenland Garden Centre discussing tips for growing perennials in planters and
containers.

On May 16 to 19 from 3:00 to 5:30 pm Bev Facey horticultural students will be having their
annual plant sale. Please remember to bring your own trays for purchases and park in the South
Compound. Payment is by cash or cheque only.

Saturday May 14 is our second annual Greenhouse Hop to Thiels Greenhouse in Bruderheim, J +
C Gardens in Leduc and Aspen Ridge Greenhouse in Sherwood Park. Meet at the Walmart
parking lot on Wye Road at 9:45 a.m. for departure at 10 a.m. sharp. Please bring your lunch
and boxes or bags for purchases. This bus tour is a perk for members only, as it is subsidized by
the club. Please sign up with Brenda Brooke or at the registration table at the May meeting. The
cost is $5.00 a person.
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On Saturday May 28 the club will hold our annual plant sale at Smeltzer House. Donation of
plants and horticultural related items can be dropped off from noon to 1 p.m. Sale runs from 1
to 3 p.m. This is typically a busy event for us so if you are available to volunteer some time we
would love your help before, during or after this event.

Old Man Creek community garden celebrates its eleventh year of growing organic
vegetables. On April 18 many folks showed up to distribute water barrels, stake and tidy up the
garden site. Community gardens foster identity and an increase in a sense of ownership and
stewardship as they are maintained by members of the community for the benefit of the
community. Gardeners participate in many meaningful and valuable lessons about cultivation
and cooperation at the Old Man Creek site. Thank you kindly to Sheila Flint and Pat Komarniski
for their countless hours of "stewardship" that make this worthy project a success every year.

Hope you can join us for the many upcoming gardening events with the Strathcona County
Garden Club.

Till next time,

Cathe Rummery

Next Meeting

Thursday May 12, 2016 7 – 9:00 pm

Council Chambers Strathcona County Community Centre

401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park

Carol Maier, Country Road Greenhouse
“Everything Tomatoes”

Coffee, snacks and raffle will all resume.  Seed exchange will wrap up.
Please be punctual, so the meeting can start promptly at 7 pm!

Upcoming Events
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Regular Monthly Meetings
June 9, 2016 Joe Gadbois, Greenland Garden Center

“A New Way with Perennials - in Planters!”

July 14, 2016 Elizabeth Walker, Herbalist, Herbwalkers Apothecary
“Medicine Making, Skincare and Healthcare”

Sep 8, 2016 Thean Pheh “Soil Preparation – Zero Tillage”

October 13, 2016 Annual General Meeting
Tami Hay “Micro-greens Workshop and Demonstration”

Nov 24, 2016 Christmas Potluck Social

Other Special Events

May 14, 2016 Greenhouse Hop Bus Tour
Saturday Tour is for members only – maximum of 25 - and costs $5.  Sign up

at the regular meeting. Tour includes Aspen Ridge Greenhouse, J
& C Gardens, and Thiel’s Greenhouse. Meet at the Walmart
parking lot on Wye Road at 9:45 a.m.  Bus will depart at 10 a.m.
sharp.  Bring your own lunch and boxes for transporting your
purchases home.

May 28, 2016 Spring Plant Sale
Saturday Drop off plants at Smeltzer House between noon and 1 p.m. Sale

occurs from 1 – 3 p.m.  Please pot your donated items and label
them with the name, color, height, growing requirements, etc. We
require volunteers to assist with this event, as well as boxes or flats
for packaging purchases.

July 16, 2016 Tour of Dr. Ieune Evans acreage
Bussing cost is $20/person, less if we fill the bus (max. 40). Meet at
Wye Road Walmart at 12:30

August 21, 2016 Northlands Urban Farm Fair Day
Make your own plans to attend.

Lazy Daisy Oatmeal Cake - an old favourite
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This recipe is for a cake which I brought to the April meeting. I doubled the recipe
and used a 9 X 14” lasagna pan. I also reduced sugar somewhat, and used only a larger

amount of coconut (no nuts) in my frosting. Enjoy! Marlene

Cake: Frosting:

1 1/4 c boiling water ¼ c butter

1 c uncooked quick oats ½ c brown sugar

½ c butter 3 Tbs. light cream

1 c granulated sugar ½ c chopped nuts

1 c brown sugar ¾ c shredded or flaked coconut

1 tsp vanilla

2 eggs

1 1/3 c flour

1 tsp soda

½ tsp salt

¾ tsp cinnamon

¼ tsp nutmeg

Membership Perk$
Our local greenhouses appreciate your business and recognize your

Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card:

Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)
Stocks Berry Farms Aspen Ridge Greenhouse
Cal’s Grower Direct Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre
Cannor Nurseries Ellerslie Garden Centre
Salisbury Greenhouse

Pour boiling water over oats. Stir, cover, set aside and
let stand for 20 min. In a separate bowl, beat butter till
creamy; gradually add sugars, then vanilla and eggs.
Add oat mixture and mix. Blend dry ingredients and
add to creamed mixture, combining well. Pour into
well-greased and floured 9” square pan. Bake in pre-
heated 350’ F oven till done (50 – 55 min.).

Combine all frosting ingredients. Spread evenly over
the warm cake and broil until frosting is bubbly and
golden.


