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   The Strathcona        
Gardener  

 
Growing with the Community 

 
November 2016 

 

President’s Message 
Hi folks: 
Hope you were able to join us at our Annual General Meeting in October. 46 + members were in 
attendance and enjoyed hearing Tami Hay discussing micro greens with members. Tami is a 
raw food chef who is passionate about teaching raw food, with an emphasis on sprouts - a 
delicious, easy-to-prepare superfood. Thank you kindly to Ed Burchmore who chaired the 
election of officers again this year. Also thank you kindly to Susan Robblee, a new member who 
accepted the position of fundraising chair.  

In October, we introduced members to our new website 
www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca.  On behalf of the Executive I would like to send our 
gratitude to Sherisse Worthington, a member who spent countless hours getting the website 
created for all of us to enjoy.  

On Thursday November 24 we will be celebrating our annual Christmas potluck at A.J. Ottewell. 
Doors open at 6:00 pm and supper will be served at 6:30 sharp.  Please bring a serving utensil 
with your potluck dish to serve at the buffet table.   We will be collecting non-perishable food 
donations for the Strathcona Food Bank again this year. Also, the proceeds from our draw table 
will go to support the Food Bank as well. After supper we will be entertained by Singers of Note 
who will be caroling for our enjoyment. We would appreciate help from guests with stacking of 
the tables and chairs and taking down decorations as we have the hall booked till 9pm. 

It may surprise us to know as we race through the 21st century that folks way back in the 
Victorian era were longing for a simpler time. They, too, felt the rush of technology. For them it 
was the train and telegraph, a bit later the telephone and automobile that threatened to destroy 
the quiet of their rural and small town lives. Who knew? 

Hope to see you all at the A J Ottewell on November 24. Till next time,  

Cathe Rummery 
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Thursday November 24, 2016    6 - 9 pm                             

A. J. Ottewell Center on Broadmoor Blvd. 

Doors open at 6 pm.  Dinner at 6:30 sharp. 

After dinner entertainment provided by Singers of Note. 

Clean up provided by all guests. 
The Garden Club will provide ham and turkey, and the members of the Executive will 

bring appetizers.  Guests are asked to bring a dish sufficient for 10 – 12 servings, 
whether a salad, a side dish or a dessert. Also please bring a serving utensil for your 

dish, a non-perishable item for the food bank, a donation for our Christmas raffle table 
(optional), and your holiday cheer (mandatory). 

Election Results 

At the October Annual General Meeting, the Club elected several members to fill 
various positions on the Executive.  The positions of Treasurer, Membership 
Coordinator, Phoning Coordinator, and Newsletter Editor were all filled by the 
incumbents who agreed to serve another 2 year term. They are, in order, Bud Milsom, 
Pat Komarniski, Dorothy Gilbey and Marlene Exner. Our fresh perspective comes from 
Susan Robblee, a new member who will fill the Fundraising position.  Welcome Susan 
and thank you for stepping forward to support our activities!  And a special thank you 
also to Rose Doiron for her years of steadfast, dependable and cheerful service! 

Upcoming Events 

 
January 12, 2017 Check the website after Dec. 5th Strathconacountygardenclub.ca. 

or watch for the next newsletter for details about the speaker 
and topic for our next regular meeting.  
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AAdvertising Coordinator Needed 

Sheila Flint has advised the Executive that she is unable to continue for the 2nd year of 
her term as Advertising Coordinator, due to other demands. This position is vital for 
promoting our Club and thus attracting visitors to our meetings and new members. 

The key tasks are to write a paragraph about each upcoming meeting and other special 
events, such as our plant sale, and have them advertised in the Community Events 
section of the local newspapers and the Strathcona County on-line community event 
calendar. It can all be done from your home in only an hour or so every month. 

This position involves a commitment for only 1 year, as the 2 year term for Advertising 
Coordinator ends in 2017.  The Executive thanks Sheila for her efforts in this role and 
encourages other members to consider volunteering to take her place on our Executive 
team.  For more information or to volunteer, please contact either Cathe or Donna. 

 

We are Thankful for our Event Coordinator!  

For 7 years, Brenda Brooke has given freely of her time and talents to organizing our 
speaker and special event program.  For the first 4, she did double-duty as President.  I 
am tempted to say that anybody can be President – just look south – but I won’t.   

What I will say is that it takes a very special dedication, commitment, attention to detail 
and vigilance to put together the exemplary roster of guest speakers who have graced 
our podium year after year.  What are the new gardening trends? Will everyone be 
interested in this speaker or that topic? Who can speak on this topic? What is the best 
time of year to present this topic?  Is so and so a good speaker - Entertaining? 
Knowledgeable? Humorous? Affordable? Or dry as sawdust? Boring? Costs a fortune? 
What if a speaker cancels at the last minute?  Or shows up late? Why isn’t this person 
responding to my calls or emails? Will the members come? What will the speaker think 
if only a few people show up? Will the members enjoy the evening or be upset?  Oh the 
questions, uncertainties and details! 

Brenda tackled all those issues as she went calmly and confidently about putting 
together a great array of topics, speakers and events for the Members’ education and 
enjoyment. She is passionate about the garden club and about finding guest speakers 
who will be inspirational and well-received.  To find new speakers, she has sometimes 
had to take the risk of the unknown.  Will this speaker work or not?  Whether yes or no, 
Brenda always hopes that we gain something from each one.  She gets top marks!   

And when she steps aside, I fear the Garden Club may need an entire committee to 
maintain the standard she has set.  Best we start planning for this day, or……?  


