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                                            March 2018    

    The StrathconaGardener               
       Growing with the Community 

 
www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

 

President’s Message 
Hello Fellow Gardeners, 
We had a great February meeting, with an excellent and smoothly delivered presentation by Tina 
Burbank and Morgan Webb on the topic of “Growing Your Own Groceries”.  In addition to giving 
us great ideas about gardening and growing food, they also assailed the audience with veggie 
joke after veggie joke. Tina and Morgan mentioned two types of seeds that I have also planted 
for the last two years:  Chioggia beets, a beautiful and tasty red and white ringed beet that the 
voles/pocket gophers at Old Man Creek absolutely loved two years ago, but I ”beat them to it” last 
year and had a great crop; and Dragon Tongue beans, a highly prolific, mild tasting, and uniquely 
coloured bean that produced for over 5 weeks last year.  I also have to mention the snack table 
filled with wonderful goodies.  I especially loved the mini berry muffins and the cookies with a 
chocolate kiss on top.  Actually, the only two I chose, but everything else looked very tempting.  
Thank you to all who brought snacks and to Nadia and Eleanor for organizing, reminding, and 
setting up a tempting display. 
   
I want to remind you to consider joining us for the Salisbury Greenhouse “Talk, Tour, and Grow” 
workshop which will be held on March 24, 2018, at 11:00 am at the greenhouse.  I love the behind 
the scenes tour of the greenhouse, and, of course, the main event:  taking clippings of a wide 
variety of annuals, popping them into cells filled with growing medium, and then taking them home 
to coax into growth.  I have saved a considerable amount on annuals over the last 4 years by 
participating in this workshop.  The cost is $40.00.  Please sign up at the March meeting or before 
March 19, 2018, by contacting Brenda. 
 
 And now, a final but important reminder:  membership forms and fees were due on January 1, 
2018, so please contact Pat to renew your membership. We now have 15 friends on Facebook, 
thanks to Alicia Mitchell who is administering Strathcona County Garden Club Facebook page for 
the club.  Feel free to sign up.  However, Alicia will only accept members of the Club.  And thanks 
to those of you who enthusiastically signed up at the meeting, even before Alicia had a chance to 
sit down after introducing our Facebook presence.  I was definitely impressed. 
 

In March, we will be welcoming Kevin Napora who will share many ideas on “Pruning and Taking 
Care of Pruning Tools”.  I asked Brenda if Kevin could demonstrate on my sixty-year-old clippers 
that belonged to my mom and have not seen a sharpening tool for the 47 years they have been 
in my possession.  I don’t think Brenda was very enthusiastic about my offer. 
 

And finally, I would like to heartily welcome six new members to the Club:  Deborah Manz, Eleanor 
Kozoriz, Doug and Heather Mogg, Rachelle Guenette, and Cindy Khan.  Our Club has much to 
offer so I invite you to participate and enjoy. 
                                                                                                                                                   
With Much Anticipation for Spring,  
Donna Reimche 

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/


2 
 

Next Meeting 
 
March 8  Strathcona County Council Chamber 
7 – 9 pm Kevin Napora, Salisbury Landscaping Designer and 

Master Gardener 
“Pruning and How to Sharpen and Care for Your 
Garden Tools” 

 
We appreciate your donation of items for the raffle table 

and remind you to bring your coffee mug for a chance to win a Tim’s card. 
The Seed Exchange continues at this meeting – Give a packet, take a packet. 

 
 

  Upcoming Events 
 
2018 Regular Meetings 
 
April 12 Joe Gadbois, Greenland Garden Center 
  “Ornamental Grasses” 
May 10 Cliff Lacey 
  “Communities in Bloom” 
June 14        Thomas Sleighmaker, Alberta Mycological Society (Mushrooms)        
                      Topic TBA; a Mushroom Hunt the following Sunday  
July 12          West Country Herbs (Morinville Greenhouse) 
                      Topic TBA  
August          No Meeting 
Sep 13          TBA 
Oct 11           Annual General Meeting; Speaker and Topic TBA 
Nov 29          Christmas Potluck Social at A.J.Ottewell Community Center  
December     No Meeting   
                              
 

2018 Special Events 
 
March 24      Salisbury Greenhouse Talk, Tour and Grow Workshop 
11:00 a.m.     Cost is $40 per person.  Register with Brenda at the regular  
                      meeting or prior to March 19. 
April 14         Seedy Saturday from 11 – 4 at Glory Lutheran Church 
May 26          Annual Spring Plant Sale at Smeltzer House. Drop off plants 
               between Noon and 1 p.m.; Sale occurs from 1 – 3 p.m. 
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Membership Renewal 
 

Each year, our membership renewals are due in January. If, by March, you have not 
renewed, your name will be removed from our membership list. You will no longer receive 
the Newsletter and other member benefits. You must also be fully paid up to be eligible 
for a garden plot at Oldman Creek. 
 
If you have not yet renewed, please bring your completed membership form to the March 
meeting. This will save time and improve the efficiency of the sign-in process at the 
beginning of the meeting. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Membership Perk$ 
 
Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card: 
Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            Stocks Berry Farms    
Aspen Ridge Greenhouse     Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre       
Cannor Nurseries            Ellerslie Garden Centre      Salisbury Greenhouse 

 
On Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden Club/ 

 

Donations for 
Fundraising 

 
The proceeds from our Fundraising 
Table help pay for special events such 
as bus tours and the Christmas Social, 
as well as more mundane, but 
essential, items such as facility rental 
for our meetings and liability 
insurance. 
 
Having this revenue means we can 
keep our annual membership fees 
affordable.  We appreciate the support 
you show, both by your continued 
donation of special items and by your 
purchase of tickets. 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice to Members 
 
We still need a volunteer to step 
into the position of Events 
Coordinator. This is the Regular 
Meeting half of Brenda’s former 
position and Brenda has lots of 
info to help you on your way. 
 
We still have Companion 
Planting Charts available, 1 free 
to each member. If you have not 
received one, please make 
arrangements to obtain one.  
The extras are being offered for 
sale at a cost of $3 each or 2 for 
$5.  We will be selling them at 
Seedy Sunday and our Spring 
Plant Sale and by other special 
arrangement. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden%20Club/
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Exercises for Over 55’s 
 

After a long Alberta winter, you may want to tone up a little  
in preparation for the start of a new gardening season. Here’s one suggestion: 

 
Stand on a comfortable surface. 

With a 5 pound potato sack in each hand, extend your arms horizontally;  
hold for 1 minute, then relax. 

 
Each day, you will find you can hold this position a little longer. 

After 2 weeks of daily repetition, move up to 10 pound potato sacks. 
 

After a month, try 20 pound potato sacks, still holding your arms straight for a minute. 
 

When you feel confident at this level…put a potato in each sack!!! 


