
1 
 

                        April 2018    

 The Strathcona Gardener               
       Growing with the Community 

 
www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

 

President’s Message 
Hello, Fellow Gardeners!  
 I am writing this message on Monday, March 26, and I am looking at the weather forecast for 
Friday, March 30, with a HIGH of -11 and a LOW of -20, and I am NOT happy, but what can I do?  Go 
to the greenhouses and enjoy the humidity and the warmth?  And so I did last Saturday for the 
Salisbury Talk, Tour, and Grow.  The weather is absolutely wonderful inside, and to be surrounded by 
plants is pure bliss.  (Barry was quite ready to move right in.)   And now I have a tray of cuttings that I 
must nurture with lots of attention for the next 2 weeks until they hopefully root, after which I will 
transplant them into small pots.  Hopefully, by the third or fourth week of April, they will go outside into 
my little walk-in 4’ x 6’ greenhouse.   

 Many thanks to Brenda for arranging to have Kevin Napora present at out March meeting.  The 
topic was very appealing, especially for the gentlemen garden club members, who practically 
inundated the meeting with their presence.  We were actually quite thrilled to see them.   Kevin is great 
fun to listen to and understands trees.  Now I know that a spring pruning of my trees will lead to 
vigorous growth while a late fall pruning will lead to reduced growth.  And now I know how to sharpen 
my old hedge clippers. (However, I was hoping for more than a short demonstration.)  And now I know 
that those small hand pruners can also be used to control those pesky slugs.  Who would have 
thought!!!                                                                                                                                             
 At 6:45 pm on meeting night, there were around six of us in attendance and five were executive 
members.  I was just a bit concerned.  However, at 7:10 p.m., we had a rush.  Apparently, there was 

a parking situation – the underground parking level one was full.  Just in case you are unaware of this, 
there is a second level of underground parking if you should find yourself in this frustrating situation.
 I would like to say a special thank you to Tina Burback and Greenland Garden Centre for 
donating 100’s of packages of seeds to Old Man Creek plot holders at the meeting with Sheila.  People 
scooped up many packages, but there are still tons left so they will be offered to club members at our 
April meeting. 
 I would also like to say welcome to our new members:  Delores Gilbertson, Beth Hunt, Marion 
From, Roswitha and Michael Latta, and Barry and Diane Tomlinson.  I hope you do not hesitate to 
embrace all the special events and guest speakers Brenda has planned for us.   
 And now, I would like to share a few thoughts on Old Man Creek Community Garden, 

especially for the new plot holders.  I have been a plot holder at OMC for, I believe, 6 years, and I 
absolutely love it out there. The only time I have ever met a weasel face to face was at OMC in my 
tomato patch.  I even love the pocket gophers and voles that love to eat my carrots and beets. They 
are hungry, too. Even though the soil has a strong clay foundation, it is rich. Everything I plant grows, 
although some years I have had to replant certain crops such as peas.  I never use any kind of fertilizer; 
however, each spring, with my husband’s help, I add a very thin layer of City of Edmonton compost 
that I buy at Greenland Garden Centre.  We are fortunate to have a truck, even though it is on the old 
side.  I know other gardeners add small amounts of compost to their rows.  I also add grass clippings, 
from grass that knows only organic fertilizer, around my tomato plants to retain moisture.  All of us 
have different approaches to how we prepare the soil for planting.  Pat is fortunate because her 
husband is strong, and in the fall, he double digs their plot.  Based on my readings, double digging is 

extremely good for the soil since there is less disturbance of the microbes that are essential to soil 
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health.  Even though the City of Edmonton staff till the soil for us in the spring, I find that I have to do 
more so we rent a rototiller to loosen the soil even further, even though it is not  the best approach for 
soil health.  I have great success with growth as does Pat, although I have to admit, her garden is 
slightly better than mine.  There are so many plots that I am absolutely in awe of.  So many wonderful 
gardeners that I am absolutely in awe of.  While most OMC gardeners use a hoe to make a long well 
in the soil for planting seeds, I use a different approach, one I learned by observing Marshall.  I use a 

hoe to make a raised row, perhaps four or five inches high.  I build most of these  rows wide so that I 
can plant at least two different crops side by side.  For example, wide enough to plant a row of carrots 
in the middle and a row of onions on either side of the carrots.  I find I make better use of the plot, the 
soil warms more quickly, my carrots grow long and straight, and I can more easily separate the weeds 
from my vegetable plants.  This system works for me.  I was inspired by Marshall; I hope that you will 
be inspired by other gardeners so do not hesitate to see what other gardeners are doing and learn 
from them. 
 And finally, our April 12, 2018 meeting.  Joe Gadbois from the Greenland Garden Centre will 
be speaking on the topic of “Ornamental Grasses”.  Joe is a veteran speaker for our garden club – he 
is knowledgeable and always very well prepared and loves plants, especially orchids.  I am so 

impressed with this young man that I asked Brenda to ask Joe to bring his mother.  Hopefully, he will, 
because I would love to meet her. 
 Here is hoping that we will see Spring this year.  Donna Reimche 
 

Next Meeting 
 
April 12  Strathcona County Council Chamber 
7 – 9 pm  Joe Gadbois, Greenland Garden Center 
   “Ornamental Grasses” 
 

We appreciate your donation of items for the raffle table and remind you to bring your 
coffee mug for a chance to win a Tim’s card.  The Seed Exchange continues at this 
meeting – Give a packet, take a packet.  Some donated seeds will also be available. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
2018 Regular Meetings 
 
May 10 Cliff Lacey “Communities in Bloom” and Beth Hunt “Strathcona 

County Front Yard Recognition Program” 
June 14        Thomas Slaymaker, Alberta Mycological Society Foray Coordinator 

                      “Recognizing and Picking Edible Mushrooms”  
July 12          Speaker to be determined. Topic will be “Herbs”.  Note location change; 
                    we will be at Greenland Garden Centre for this event. 

Oct 11           Annual General Meeting; Speaker and Topic TBA 
Nov 29          Christmas Potluck Social at A.J.Ottewell Community Center  

                              
 

2018 Special Events 
 
April 14         Seedy Saturday from 11 – 4 at Glory Lutheran Church 

May 12          Greenhouse Tour at Wallish Greenhouse at 9:30 a.m. Signup sheet   
                       will be at the regular meeting 

May 26          25th Annual Spring Plant Sale at Smeltzer House. Drop off plants 
               between Noon and 1 p.m.; Sale occurs from 1 – 3 p.m. 
June __         Guided Walking Tour and Picnic, “The Beaver Hills Biosphere Trail” 

 
 

Ask a Gardener About Growing Garlic 
 

Pat says:  Garlic is a cool weather crop and can be planted in the fall about the third or fourth week 
of September, depending on the weather.  It can also be planted in the spring, as soon as the ground 
can be worked; however, better results are obtained with fall planting that allows the cloves to get 
rooted before freeze-up for a head start in spring.  Plant the cloves about 3 to 4 inches deep, about 4 
to 6 inches apart and leave a slight depression for moisture to collect. Your garlic can usually be 

harvested in early August when the stalks are turning yellow and showing signs of drying up.  
There are 2 types of garlic – hard neck and soft neck. Hard neck garlic does not store well over winter 
and will last only about 3 months before breaking down. Soft neck garlic is not as readily available as 
hard neck. This link from Veseys is very helpful: https://www.veseys.com. 
 
Donna says: Garlic scapes - what are they? “Garlic scapes are the flower bud of the garlic plant.”  
Each garlic plant, in addition to leaves, will produce a stem that shoots out from between the leaves 
and as it matures, forms a beautiful curlicue.  At this point, it can be snipped about midway down the 
stem.  This encourages the bulbs to thicken.  Many people do not realize that the scapes are delicious 
to eat.  Cut them into small pieces and sauté them with vegetables or add to soup or sauté with fried 

fish.  They have a mild garlic flavor.  I even came across a recipe for pickled scapes but never grew 
enough scapes to make pickling worth it.  If you allow the scape to continue on its growth journey, the 
end of the scape will form a bud and fill with seeds. 

https://www.veseys.com/


4 
 

Seedy Saturday April 14, 2018 
 

11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Glory Lutheran Church, 22577 Highway 16, Sherwood Park 

 
Enjoy a day packed full of gardening learning and fun with 21 free information 

talks and over 30 vendors!  You can gather information and purchase plants and 
seeds for the 2018 season. Join the facebook event for more information. 

 

Entrance by Donation. 
 

 
Membership Perk$ 

 
Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card:  
Apache Seeds Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            Stocks Berry Farms    
Aspen Ridge Greenhouse     Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre       
Cannor Nurseries            Ellerslie Garden Centre      Salisbury Greenhouse 

 
On Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden Club/ 
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