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President’s Message 
Hello, Fellow Gardeners!   

 Well, it has finally arrived!  And I do not mean my seed catalogue.  That was months ago!  
Spring! Yes, it has finally arrived.  And what a more enchanting way to greet spring than to visit the 
Hutlet family on their acreage and cuddle all the newly born creatures.  The lambs, the ducklings (one 
hatched just hours before, earlier than expected, but just in time for me), the tiny quails, the goat 
babies, not yet arrived, but I hope to meet them in the summer.  Below is a photo of a beautiful young 
lady cuddling a newborn lamb.  And to the right, this writer with great delight holding Mary.   

  
 
The Hutlets’ greenhouse plants are also thriving, although everyone is getting a bit tired of hauling all 
the plants in at night, but it is either that or spending the nights in the greenhouse to protect the plants 
from the minus temperatures.  I understand that has been considered. 
 Hopefully in a few weeks, you will be transplanting all your wonderful flowers and herbs into 
your gardens and flower beds and pots.  What to do with those tens or hundreds of black or green 
seedling pots?  The Hutlets would love to take them off your hands.  Just bring them to the June or 
July monthly meetings, perhaps a bit rinsed out, and you will be doing them a great favor, but you will 
also be doing your part in recycling.  We thank you in advance. 
 For every meeting, our Fundraising Coordinator, Susan, purchases something thoughtful and 
special for our draw.  Last month it was the hand pruning shears to compliment Kevin Napora’s March 
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presentation.  For July, she is planning something to do with grapes and cuttings.  Then, we also 
gratefully accept contributions from members.  And for one dollar per ticket, you have a chance to win 
one of many excellent items.  It is an important fundraiser for the club. 
 May is a busy month for gardeners as it is for our garden club. Our May guest speakers will 
focus on Communities in Bloom.  Cliff Lacey will be speaking on his involvement in Strathcona in 
Bloom, an involvement that extends back to 1998.  His great enthusiasm has helped to make our 
community a beautiful place to live. Beth Hunt will speak on her involvement with the Strathcona 
County Front Yard Recognition Program.  She spends much enjoyable time organizing and arranging 
for the judging.  Beth has become a recent member of our garden club, so she is now one of us.  It 
took you long enough, Beth!   In addition to our monthly meeting, we will be hosting two other May 
events. One is the Wallish Greenhouse tour on Saturday, May 12.  The presentation by greenhouse 
staff will begin at 9:30 am so please arrive a bit early and meet at the front.  I have overextended my 
credit card limits on many occasions at Wallish’s, and I doubt that this visit will be different.  Some of 
my favorite purchases have been the hanging baskets.  On Saturday, May 26, we will be holding our 
25th Annual Spring Plant Sale.  25 years!  Fantastic! Again, we rely on the members’ donations of 
plants from their gardens, mainly divided perennials but also annuals and vegetables and herbs that 
you may have grown too many of.  Where?  Smeltzer House.  What time?  Drop off plants for the sale 
between 12 noon and 1 pm.  The sale runs from 1 pm sharp to 3 pm.  Some members have expressed 
concern that we have been pricing the plants just a bit too reasonably, so with that in mind, we will be 
adjusting our pricing, but all plant prices will still be very reasonable. And, we welcome you to come 
and help organize our sale.  Come see me for details.                                                                                                                                                                        
 So many of our executive work behind the scenes to keep the club well organized.  One such 
person is Dorothy Gilbey.  Dorothy is our phoning coordinator.  She is responsible for organizing the 
10 phoners and two spares.  Apparently, 70 to 80 of you enjoy having Dorothy and her team phone 
you to remind you of our monthly meetings. And, we love making that personal connection so will 
definitely continue to do so.  Many thanks to Dorothy and her team. 
 Now, just a bit of membership news.  As of April 23, 2018, we have 151 members.  Again, 
fantastic!  At our April meeting, we had a record of 98 attendees, 87 members who made the 
commitment to attend (Thank you!) and 11 visitors.  For this I give credit to Brenda’s choice of a great 
guest speaker, Joe Gadbois, and a great effort from our Advertising Coordinator, Cindy Garneau, who 
now successfully advertises the club in 8 venues. Today I welcome new members: Darlene Crane, 
Vivian Heap, Ria Gerla, Karla Rippin, and Tabani Ndhlovu.  I hope to see you at some of May’s events. 
 Again, I have to say thanks to all of you who brought snacks to our April meeting.  The carrot 
cake was to die for, and Rose brought that absolutely delicious, multi-coloured Easter cake.  And…she 
didn’t even sign up for snacks!  I would have loved to try more, but there has to be a limit! 
 So as I close, I am going to present a challenge to you.  The photo below is of a fairly recent 
winner of the Strathcona County Front Yard Recognition Program.  I will buy coffee for the first person 
at the May meeting to tell me whose front yard is in the photo.  

Take care, everyone, and happy gardening!                                       Donna Reimche 
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Next Meeting 
 
May 10  Strathcona County Council Chamber 
7 – 9 pm  “Communities in Bloom” with Cliff Lacey, Strathcona in Bloom 

and Beth Hunt Strathcona County Front Yard Recognition 
Program 

 
We rely on and greatly appreciate your donation of items for the raffle table;                  

this helps us keep our membership fees low! 
Also remember to bring your coffee mug for a chance to win a Tim’s card.   

The Seed Exchange wraps up this month – everything left is yours for the taking. 

   
Upcoming Events 

 
2018 Regular Meetings 
 
June 14       Thomas Slaymaker, Alberta Mycological Society Foray Coordinator 
                     “Recognizing and Picking Edible Mushrooms”  
July 12          Speaker to be determined. Topic will be “Herbs”.  Note location change; 
                    we will be at Greenland Garden Centre for this event. 
Sep 13         Celina Rodrigues, “Salsa Making”  
Oct 11          Annual General Meeting; Speaker and Topic TBA 
Nov 29         Christmas Potluck Social at A.J.Ottewell Community Center  
                              
 

2018 Special Events 
 
May 12          Greenhouse Tour at Wallish Greenhouse at 9:30 a.m. Signup sheet   

will be at the regular meeting.  Meet in front of the greenhouse at    
9:20 am 

May 26          25th Annual Spring Plant Sale at Smeltzer House. Details below. 
June __         Guided Walking Tour and Picnic, “The Beaver Hills Biosphere Trail” 
July __          Tour of U of A Botanic Garden 

 
25th Annual Spring Plant Sale 

 
This event (on May 26th at Smeltzer House) is our largest single fundraiser each year 
and in its 25th year, we want to grow it bigger and better. The sale will be well-advertised 
through the community and this means we will need LOTS OF PLANTS and LOTS OF 
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HELP! We encourage all members to DIG DEEP and help in any way you can to make 
the sale a success!  You can donate plants, purchase plants, volunteer time or do all 3.  
Drop off labelled plants between Noon and 1 p.m.; Sale occurs from 1 – 3 p.m.   
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Connections 
 
The Garden Club is proud of its success in retaining existing members and attracting 
new ones to our ranks.  Some of this is no doubt due to the creation of our web site and, 
more recently, our presence on Facebook.  We encourage all members to join us on 
Facebook, and to visit the website. We look forward to your feedback and suggestions. 
You can also submit photos of your gardening experiences to share. 

 
On Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden Club/  
 
 
 

Membership Perk$ 
 
Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card: 
 
Apache Seeds          Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            Stocks Berry Farms    
Aspen Ridge Greenhouse     Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre       
Cannor Nurseries            Ellerslie Garden Centre      Salisbury Greenhouse 
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