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President’s Message 
 

Hello, Fellow Gardeners!                                                                                                                                  
 
Finally!  We have rain and even at Old Man Creek! I couldn’t help myself – I had to   
make the trip to Old Man Creek today (May 31) just to see whether it rained there, and it 
had.  My tomatoes and other plants I planted are definitely looking perkier compared to 
this time last week, and I can see new beans and cucumbers and peas and squash 
poking their heads through the soil to the surface.  It is a joy to behold!  
 
Speaking of Old Man Creek, I have to tell you a couple of stories of the admirable 
gardeners I have come to know.  First, there is George Lord.  George is often willing to 
lend a helping hand at the plots. Whether it is tilling someone else’s plot or putting out 
the rain barrels, he offers to help.  So, on the 18th, after speaking to a fellow gardener 
who was unable to dig her plot on her own, I called George in the morning and asked if 
he could help by tilling her plot.  Without hesitation, he agreed. So he put his tiller in his 
truck and off he went to Old Man Creek.  Unfortunately, when he tried to get that tiller in 
motion, it would not work.  Knowing that he would need a few days to repair it, he asked 
an OMC neighbor, John Vandermuelen, if he could help.  So, what did John do?  He 
drove his truck back into Sherwood Park, picked up his trusty garden tiller, brought it 
back, and not only tilled Christine’s plot but all of his neighbors’, as well.  Thank you to 
John and George for being the kind of neighbors we all want to have.  And, while on the 
topic of the Vandermuelens ... Elaine and John decided to move to a new triple plot this 
spring.   They went in with eyes wide open, knowing that the plots were filled with 
weeds and quack grass, especially quack grass.  They worked a combined 30 hours 
digging out the quack grass and removed seven large black garbage bags full of weeds 
and grass to get their plots ready.  And Elaine has within the last 9 months had two 
surgeries on her knee! And I know that their garden will be beautiful!  I asked John if he 
baked cookies, as well!  He said a definite NO!   
 
The garden club sponsored two events this May.  On May 12, a number of us signed up 
for a behind the scenes tour of the Wallish Greenhouses, and we were not 
disappointed.  It is amazing to see how the Wallish family has embraced technology in 
their quest to grow healthy plants.  They even have a machine that will gently pull 
seedlings out of cells and plop them into medium filled pots, hundreds of them in a very 
short time.  Cindy Garneau, our Advertising Coordinator, has witten a review of the tour 
to fill you in with even more details and information.  And, if you want some advice on 
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how to deal with those pesky lily beetles, check the Wallish Greenhouses website, but I 
warn you, it is not easy or pretty. 
 
On May 26, the garden club held its annual plant sale.  Many thanks to all of you who 
brought lovely plants for the sale and all of you who volunteered to help, especially Pegi 
Gunn-Graham who shared her expertise with us as she identified unknown plants.  It was 
a perfect day for a sale.  The weather was just perfect; there were lots of plants for the 
sale, many of them on the unique side; many tomato plants were donated and all were 
sold; and we made record sales of $490.00.  I have to tell you that I love tomato plants 
and grow a wide variety of them to experience different tastes and shapes and colors. I 
consider myself fortunate when I come across a variety I have never met.  And, so I 
bought another tomato plant at the sale – a Silvery Fir Tree Tomato, a hardy Russian 
heirloom.  It has the most unusual greenery!  Thank you to the garden club member who 
brought 8 Silvery Fir Tree Tomato plants to the sale.  They were quickly scooped up.  I 
wonder if there is a story behind them? 
 
I have a request.  Perhaps one of you can help?  On Saturday, June 16th from 11 am to 2 
pm, Melisa Zapisocky, who is the Urban Agriculture Initiatives Specialist with Strathcona 
County, is organizing a Garden Day at the Broadmoor Lake Spray park.  She will be 
unveiling five planters filled with newly planted green edibles and will invite anyone 
interested to perhaps taste and ask questions about the vegetables.  She has asked for 
a few club members to also attend to field any questions the public may have and to share 
their knowledge of vegetables and gardening.  If any of you are interested in joining me 
and Cathe Rummery, two green thumbers, please call me or see me at the June meeting.   
 
And we have four new members who have just recently joined the club. I am pleased to 
welcome Teresa Henderson, Donna Mansell, Bev McNeill and Bud Schmolcke.  
Welcome!  And I hope you enjoy the Strathcona County Garden Club as much as I do. 
 
Finally, I am pleased to invite you to our meeting on June 14, where we will welcome 
Robert Simpson as our guest speaker.  Robert is a long-time member of the Alberta 
Mycological Society and will present on the topic of identifying and foraging for 
mushrooms.  To conclude my message, I am going to leave you with a riddle:  What did 
the boy mushroom say to the girl mushroom?  The answer to this riddle will be revealed 
at the June meeting.  See you there! 
 
Donna Reimche 
 

Reminder! Front Yard Recognition 
 
Five Sherwood Park yards will be selected to receive prizes and special recognition 
under the Strathcona in Bloom Front Yard Recognition Program.  The Judges Panel will 
include Garden Club member Mary Justik.  Nominate your neighbour between June 18 
and July 11 at www.strathconainbloom.com or call 780 464 8287.  Help them get the 
recognition they have earned. 
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Next Meeting 
 
June 14  Strathcona County Council Chamber 
7 – 9 pm             Robert Simpson, Alberta Mycological Society  

                                “Recognizing and Picking Edible Mushrooms”  
A guided mushroom hunt is also planned; the specific date is as yet undecided. 

 
If you are concerned about the parking situation at County Hall, we encourage you to 

seek out a fellow member and arrange to car pool.   
We rely on and greatly appreciate your donation of items for the raffle table;                  

this helps us keep our membership fees low! 
Also remember to bring your coffee mug for a chance to win a Tim’s card.   

 

   
Upcoming Events 

 
2018 Regular Meetings 
 
July 12        Bob Stadnyk ‘Growing Herbs’ and Branches Chef Kathryn Mitchell,       
‘Cooking with Herbs’.  Both are from Greenland Garden Centre.   
Note location change; we will be at Greenland Garden Centre for this event. 
Sep 13         Celina Rodriguez, “Hands on Salsa Making” (Take home 3 types)      
We will also hold our annual Taste of the Season at this meeting. More details later. 
Oct 11          Annual General Meeting; Speaker and Topic TBA 
Nov 29         Christmas Potluck Social at A. J. Ottewell Community Center  
 
                              
 

2018 Special Events 
 
June 23         Guided Walking Tour and Picnic, The Beaver Hills Biodiversity Trail 
The tour, guided by Glen Lawrence, Chair of the Beaver Hills Initiative and Strathcona 
County Councillor, is booked from 10 am to approximately 12 pm. Following will be a 
‘bring your own’ picnic lunch. There are tables and washrooms. A sign up sheet will be 
at the meeting. It is a 2 km trail; the location is 52521 Range Road 211. 
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Grow Your Own Grapes 

 

Many of you attended our September 2017 Garden Club meeting when our guest speaker 
was Kelly Ross, a local resident, who spoke about growing grapes in Strathcona County.  
Kelly now has a limited number of potted vines available for sale. White grape vines are 
the Acadia Blanc variety and red grape vines are the Baltic variety.  Both are hardy to 
Sherwood Park.  If anybody is interested in buying some, Kelly can be reached by email 
at    thevinehouse@hotmail.com            Submitted by Susan Robblee 
 

 
The Wallish Greenhouses Tour 

 

On the sunny morning of May 12, 2018, 17 garden club members had the pleasure of 
attending a greenhouse tour at Wallish Greenhouses, arranged by Brenda Brooke.  
Entering the well organized store filled with an abundance of colourful flower baskets 
hanging from the ceiling and on every available space, we were welcomed on the tour by 
Dan and Sharon (nee Wallish) Murphy, third generation part owners of this family 
business originally started in 1919.  Our tour allowed us behind the scenes into the 
expansive greenhouse facilities where all the work takes place. 
We met Charlie Wallish (second Generation owner) who still works at the facility – he 
studied at the Vermilion School of Agriculture and has shared his knowledge with other 
area greenhouse owners including the Hole family.  Wallish Greenhouse is likely the most 
technologically advanced greenhouse in our region.  An original (Charlie built) soil filler is 
one of the few pieces of initial automated equipment still in use.  Other types of automation 
include bottom heat and water tables and flood floors with computer programmed 
watering using 7 ½ miles of pipe. Every inch of space is used – even walls and ceilings.  
In addition to being efficient, the greenhouse recycles water and doesn’t use insecticides.  
Bottom watering encourages root growth and stimulates a stronger, faster-growing plant 
once it’s brought home.  An automated seeding machine is also used which can be 
adapted to work for all kinds/sizes of seeds.  Once seed is placed, plants can be covered 
with vermiculite (a natural mineral that holds water) and then automatically watered.  
Automation has become very important due to the high cost of labor for the greenhouse. 
Wallish had a generous supply of gorgeous fuchsia baskets and Dan shared some facts 
about these plants:  Wallish gets their cuttings from Israel in January, fuchsias grow well 
under spruce trees, prefer shade or filtered sun, good moisture, and no wind. 
 Wallish has evolved and grown slowly and now has a loyal customer base.  They have 
several informative videos on their website (www.wallishgreenhouses.ca) and a media 
presence on facebook, youtube, pinterest, twitter and Instagram as well as several radio 
stations.  Their plants are all locally grown and sold and extremely beautiful!!!   
A morning well spent and many members also stayed to spend some more time (and $$)! 
 

        Submitted by Cindy Garneau 

mailto:thevinehouse@hotmail.com
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On Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden Club/  
 
 
 

Membership Perk$ 
 
Our local greenhouses recognize your Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card: 
 
Apache Seeds          Arch Greenhouses (regular priced plants)            Stocks Berry Farms    
Aspen Ridge Greenhouse     Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre       
Cannor Nurseries            Ellerslie Garden Centre      Salisbury Greenhouse 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Q. How do you get rid of unproductive tomatoes? 
A.  You can them! 

Q. What’s red and goes up and down? 
A.  A tomato in an elevator. 

Q. How do you fix a 
sliced tomato? 
A. Use tomato paste 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/StrathconaCountyGarden%20Club/

