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President’s Message 
 
Hello, Fellow Gardeners!  Wow!  What a difference a month makes!  My community gardens are 
all planted, and germination has been very strong.  Having a bit of rain just before I planted has 
made a world of difference compared to last year’s dry planting, although I have had to replant 
some of my peas, just to fill in some of the places germination did not occur.  However, the rate 
has been much better than two years ago when the birds dined on 90% of the pea seeds my 
husband planted.  And my perennials are prospering, even the ones I recently purchased at the 
garden club plant sale.  Wonderful for me and the rabbit that loves to munch on my tulips and 
yarrow!  After all, rabbits are hungry, too, and he did leave some of the tulips to bloom into beautiful 
reds and whites.  Even our lawn is doing quite well, considering most years it is horrible.  Did I tell 
you that I very much dislike lawns?  So much so that I dug out a good portion of it last year and 
planted perennials instead.  Our lawn is usually filled with clover, which the rabbits also love, but 
last year, with the intense dryness, all the clover in the front mysteriously died, and the lawn was 
filled with some struggling grass but a lot of dry patches.  So this year, we applied a layer of 
compost, and I sprinkled alyssum seeds all over the patches.  They have germinated so I am 
hoping to have areas of alyssums in white bloom, surrounded by grass. 

This is proving to be a very busy year for the garden club and gardening in general.  The garden 
club held an excellent plant sale on May 25th.  We raised $458.50 which will be used to support 
speaker fees and events and other activities related to our club.  There are many people to thank 
for this success.  First of all, many thanks to all of you who raided your gardens for those wonderful 
plants.  Over 300 plants, including perennials, annuals, and house plants were donated.  Rest 
assured they now have wonderful new homes.   Many thanks to Pegi who, as our plant expert 
and teacher, named unlabeled plants and recorded each plant on a long list.  Many thanks to 
those of you who came to purchase plants and get incredible deals.   Many thanks to club 
members who came to help price and set out plants and generally help out.  Thank you, Cathe, 
Cathy, Marj, Sylvia, Tracy.  I hope I haven’t missed anyone.  Also, thank you to the executive, 
Andrew, Brenda, Pat, Susan, Cindy, Dorothy, and Marlene for all their work and enthusiasm.  Do 
you ever wonder what happens to those plants that are not purchased?  Well…we find new homes 
for them.  This year, most of them were given to my neighbor who is in charge of the gardens and 
trees for the community of Morinville.  She has reassured me that all the perennials were planted 
in Morinville and will be cared for.  In addition, we had a visit from Rick, a photographer/reporter 
from The Bugle.  Look for The Bugle because our photo might be in it.   

We have something exciting happening at Old Man Creek this summer.  The Edmonton 
Horticulture Society is holding its annual garden tour on July 20 th and 21st, and Old Man Creek 
Community Garden has been invited to be part of that tour, as will be another home in Sherwood 
Park.  Many thanks to Sheila Flint, the coordinator of OMC Community Garden, for taking on this 
wonderful project.  At present, Sheila is looking for gatekeepers to take on 3 hour shifts.  There 
are benefits to volunteering for this part.  So, if you are willing to help, do not hesitate to call or 
email Sheila. 
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Many of you were present when Dora Berry presented at our May meeting.  If you wish to hear 
the excellent and enthusiastic Dora again, you will have the opportunity to do so over a series of 
9 presentations this summer.  Melisa Zapisocky, the Strathcona County Urban Agriculture 
Specialist, and the County have arranged for Dora to facilitate 9 workshops on raised bed and 
small gardens:  Grow your garden: a vegetable education series.  There are three June dates 
on preparing your garden, three July dates on nurturing your garden, and three August dates on 
getting ready for harvest. All presentations will be on site at one of the community gardens, unless 
the weather should prove to be uncooperative.  And … there are no fees to participate.  However,  
please register in advance at  http://strathcona.ca/agriculture-environment-urban-
agriculture/grow-your-garden-vegetable-gardening-education-series/.   

And…if you love gardens and are interested in art and the artists who create it, the Art Society of 
Strathcona County is organizing a Hidden Treasures Open Art Studio Tour on June 22 and 23, 
2019.   This is an opportunity to visit and discover the home studios of Strathcona County artists.   
Many of these studios back on to nature areas where the art is integrated into gardens.   Studio 
tour guides are available at the A.J. Ottewell Center (the Red Barn)  off  Broadmoor Blvd., at many 
local businesses, or on-line at www.artstrathcona.com/studio-tour.   And…there is no fee, as well. 

Yesterday evening, June 4, the garden club was asked to participate at the opening event of the 
new Ardrossan Farmer’s Market.  With the help of garden club members, Linda and Terry, we set 
up several tables to invite children to make newspaper pots into which they would transplant 
broccoli plants which had been growing for four weeks, as well as corn and mini sunflower seeds 
and onions.  We were almost set up and then the winds came and then the rain came.  Many 
vendors decided to leave as the rest of us huddled in our cars and the rain continued to lash 
down.  After checking with the manager, we also decided to pack up and leave.  And…at that 
point, the weather front blew through.  Unfortunately, too late.  My thanks to Linda and Terry for 
their greatly appreciated help and to Brenda and Cindy, on the garden club executive, for also 
attending to help.   My best wishes to all the organizers of the Ardrossan Farmer’s Market for 
much success over the rest of the summer.   

At this point, I would like to thank Sheila and Pat for all their hard work and efforts in organizing 
and setting up 125 plots at Old Man Creek Community Garden for garden club members.  I am 
sure that when Sheila first established this community garden 14 years ago she could not have 
imagined that it would grow from a small number to 125 plots.  It seems that gardening there 
becomes an addiction, definitely a good one, for many of us.  We start off with one plot, then 
cannot help but ask for a second one and a third one.  We, who garden at OMC, are grateful to 
be able to plant and grow vegetables at a place we so love to be.   And…we meet wonderful 
people there, as well.  And we talk and we learn a lot.   I would like to acknowledge George and 
Warren for helping Rose by digging out a lot of the grasses that grow along the end of her plot. I 
know that it is hard work because I did the same with mine.  (Where is George when I really need 
him?)  George says the small ditch they dug should keep the quack grasses from encroaching on 
Rose’s garden.  In all probability, Rose did not even know that they were going to help her.  I 
would also like to thank John and Elaine for offering Cathe and me corn and leek plants.  
Congratulations to Elaine who graduated from Olds College exactly 40 years ago and who is 
planning on joining us for the Olds and Trochu tour on July 13th.  John tells me that he, also, will 
attend if Brenda can sneak in a bit of a tour at the Olds College brewery.   

Now, finally, I would like to welcome new members to the club who joined in May.  Welcome Jutta 
Constantinos, Courtney Guay, Jack Roze, Dorothy Goble, and Hugh and Elaine Stewart.  Jutta 
actually joined three months or so ago, but I neglected to welcome her.  So, welcome, Jutta!  I 
would like to invite all of you and all of our members to our meeting on June 13 th.   Our speaker, 
Corey Newton from Salisbury Greenhouse, will be taking us to great heights but keeping us 
grounded, as he shares his knowledge of trees and shrubs. 

Take care to all!  Happy gardening!  Donna 
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Next Meeting 
 
 
June 13 Corey Newton, Salisbury Greenhouse 
7 – 9 pm “Trees and Shrubs” 
   
Location        Council Chambers in the Community Centre 
                       401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park 
 
Bring your own REUSEABLE / RECYCLABLE mug for a chance to win a Tim Horton’s 
card. We also appreciate donations for the raffle table. 
 
 

 

Upcoming Garden Club Events 
 

2019 Regular Meetings 
 
July 11 Michael Moore, Genesis Permaculture 
  “Harvesting the Rain” 
Sep 12 Bob Stadnyk, Greenland Garden Centre 

“Fall Bulbs” Meeting will be held at Greenland Garden Centre 
Oct 10 Annual General Meeting and Speaker TBA 
 

2019 Special Events      
 
July 13 Garden Club Bus Tour (see page 4 of Newsletter for details) 
  Olds Botanical Garden and Trochu Arboretum 
July 21/22 Edmonton Horticulture Society Garden Tour (see details page 4) 
Nov 28 Annual Christmas Potluck Social at Log Cabin 
 
 
 

Community Events Calendar 
 
June 18 – Strathcona in Bloom Front Yard Recognition. Nominate someone in our  
July 11 community that deserves recognition for their beautiful front yard by  
 sending their address to blooms@strathcona.ca 
June 22/23 Hidden Treasures Open Art Studio Tour (see page 4) 
June – Aug Grow Your Garden Workshops (details on page 5) 
Sep 20 Garden Club and Strathcona County Library will Co-host Night at the 

Movies: 6 Primrose.  More details will be announced later 
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Hidden Treasures Open Art Studio Tour 
 
Grab the map, plan your route and head out to discover the home studios of Strathcona artists on this 
2 day self-guided tour taking place June 22 & 23rd, 2019!   
This event is free to the public and allows the public to discover a treasure of art from 18 artists in 14 
home studios.  Many surprises are in store this year such as studios backing on to nature areas, art 
integrated into gardens, a rural carving studio in a forest setting, a mobile art studio and many other 
surprises! 
This popular event is bigger than ever this year with a wide variety of mediums represented.  This 
unique event allows the public to view the artists’ creative spaces, their inspirational environment and 
engage with the artist about their collection and works in progress.  
Studio tour guides are available at the A.J. Ottewell Center (Red Barn), at many local businesses, or 
on-line at www.artstrathcona.com/studio-tour. 
This event is presented by the Art Society of Strathcona County and sponsored by The Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, Strathcona County, Gallery@501, The Sherwood Park News, The Paint Spot, 
Kamena Gallery and William Zorzos Picture Framing. 
For more information, please contact the co-chair of the event, Norma Callicott at 
normacallicott59@gmail.com or at 780 464 2519. 
 

 
Bus Tour to Olds and Trochu 

 
 
Let’s fill the bus! You can still sign up with a friend or family member for this fabulous bus tour of the 
Trochu Arboretum and the Olds Botanical Garden. Everyone must pay in advance. At $30 for 
members and $40 for non-members, this is a great deal for a full day event with transportation and 2 
guided tours. You are asked to bring your own bag lunch and (if you wish), a folding lawn chair. The 
baggage compartment will have space for the chairs and small coolers.  The departure point will be 
the Wye Road Walmart parking lot. 
 
Here is the schedule: Depart Sherwood Park  8 a.m. SHARP 
    Arrive Trochu    10:30 a.m. 
    Tour Arboretum   1 – 1 1/2 hrs 
    Enjoy your bag lunch 
    Depart Trochu   12:45 p.m. 
    Arrive Olds    1:30 p.m. 
    Tour Botanical Garden  2 – 2 ½ hrs 
    Arrive Sherwood Park  6 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

Oldman Creek Garden Featured by EHS 
 

Shelia Flint. Has advised the Garden Club that he Edmonton Horticulture Society will be hosting a tour 
of our very own Oldman Creek Community Gardens! How exciting is that? The tours will take place 
on July 20th and 21st from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. both days.  
This is an honour to be chosen to have such an esteemed tour visit our amazing gardens!  
The EHS asks for volunteers or 'gatekeepers' stationed near the entrance to cross off the garden from 
the tour booklet. Typically, they would ask for 2 people per shift with two shifts per day. Each 
gatekeeper gets a ticket to the garden tour as a thank you.  
More information may be forthcoming in the July Newsletter. 
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Grow Your Garden Workshops 
 
Strathcona County is offering a "Grow Your Garden" workshop series with Dora Berry from Nature's 
Elements as the presenter. Dora did a presentation for us in April. Enthusiastic and energetic are her 
key words! Topics for the presentations are: 

June: Preparing your garden - Essential tips for late spring. 
July: Nurturing your garden - Garden maintenance tips for mid-summer. 
August: Getting ready for harvest - Late summer and early harvest tips 

 
You need to register for this workshop and there's a limit of 30 in a class. For more info and to register 
go to 
https://www.strathcona.ca/agriculture-environment/urban-agriculture/grow-your-garden-vegetable-
gardening-education-series/ 
 
 

 
 

Another Fun and Successful Plant Sale  

 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
 

 


