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President’s Message 
 
Hello, Fellow Gardeners!   
 
Welcome to fall and perhaps winter!  What a crazy year for weather it has been!  I was away for 
three weeks in September, but before I left, I picked as many larger green tomatoes and 
cucumbers as I could (Believe me, there were not many of either!), thinking that a good frost in 
September would pretty much put an end to further growth.  However, just after I returned home, 
I went to Oldman Creek, and unbelievably, discovered that both my cucumber and tomato plants 
were still green and flourishing.  In fact, I picked over 20 pounds of cucumbers and more than that 
in tomatoes.  And Pat’s Baba’s tomato plant that I had nurtured from seed was producing delicious 
red tomatoes!   I was celebrating!   
 
On my way home from vacation, I was routed through Amsterdam.   At Schipol Airport, there are 
several stores that sell tulip bulbs, and each time I had been at that airport, I had been tempted 
to buy and bring home some of those tulip bulbs.  However, I had always been under the 
impression that the bulbs would not be allowed into Canada.  That is until I spoke to garden club 
member Elaine about Dutch bulbs, and she told me that she had successfully brought bulbs home.  
So, I decided to buy a package of 20, even though I might lose them at Canada Customs.  They 
were tucked into my backpack with all the Belgium chocolates.  Upon landing, I filled out the 
customs form and indicated that I had in my possession agricultural products.  So from one long 
line up to a shorter one, I was then re-routed to a third one where I would be questioned by an 
actual custom agent. (If my husband had been travelling with me, his impatience would have been 
audible!)   As I am standing in line and holding my backpack in my hand, I notice a door opening 
behind the custom agent booths and an agent with a beautiful yellow lab comes hustling through 
toward the line I am in.  The dog is sniffing all over the place.  I love dogs so am pretty much just 
appreciating him, when he stops right beside me, sniffing at my backpack.  And what do I say?  
Puppy what do you smell in my backpack?   The agent stops and nicely pulls me out of line and 
asks me what I have in my backpack, and all I can think of is all those passengers standing in line 
behind me thinking that I am being checked for something very serious!   I tell her chocolates and 
tulip bulbs.  Well, I have to pull out the bulbs and show them to her, at which point she says, “They 
are certified so you’re okay!”  Apparently, I had bought the right package:  Canada has an 
agreement with Holland, and we are allowed to bring in bulbs that have been certified according 
to specific standards.  I have no idea what those standards are, but I am sure that my bulbs have 
been pretty thoroughly sanitized.  So, thanks, Elaine, for setting me on this journey.  When I told 
my husband this story, I asked him, wasn’t he glad that he was not with me?  I will be bringing 6 
of these very special bulbs to the October meeting for the raffle.  Hopefully, they can still be planted 
in the ground.  If not, wintered in a pot for early spring bloom.   
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We are very much looking forward to our October guest speaker, who also has a Dutch 
connection.  Maria Beers is a landscape designer and consultant, who operates her company 
Double Dutch Landscape Design and Consulting out of Hole’s Greenhouse.  Over 30 years ago, 
she started a landscape business in the Netherlands with her husband, and now they live in 
Canada.  Maria works with her clients to create “something that is practical and beautiful”, using 
colors, textures, and shape.  She is open to all our questions about landscape design. 
 
Maria will speak immediately after we hold our Annual General Assembly.  Last year, we were 
able to complete the AGM portion of the meeting in 30 minutes, so I am hoping for the same.  Our 
treasurer, Bud, and I will be presenting reports, and I will be introducing all of the garden club 
board members, some of whom you all know well, but also some who have important and 
necessary responsibilities and do their work behind the scenes. After this, our garden club 
member, Richard Perry, will chair the election for 7 positions on the board.  If you have any interest 
in sitting on the board, please feel free to call me.   
 
And, finally, welcome to two new garden club members for 2020:  Nestor Chomik and Heidi Lang,  
who will benefit from our fall offer:  their annual membership covers the rest of 2019 and all of 
2020.  Nestor and Heidi, if you attend our October meeting, I promise not to nominate you for 
board positions.  I look forward to seeing all our garden club members at the October meeting.   
 
With my best wishes, Donna 

 
Next Meeting 

 
 
Oct 10 1. Annual General Meeting  
7 – 9 pm The Agenda is attached. Members please note in Agenda Item 6 the 7 

positions up for election on the Board of Directors.  A few hours of your time 
can reap huge rewards for yourself, our members and our Club. 

 
2. Maria Beers, Double Dutch Design 

  “Four Season Color in the Landscape”  
Who doesn’t look for something to brighten our winter white landscape that 
seems to last just a little too long? Visit Maria’s web site at 
https//www.doubledutchdesign.ca 

 
  3. Taste of the Season 

Members please bring a homemade treat that originates with your 
gardening efforts and will finish with tickling our taste buds. If you bring a 
copy of the recipe, it will be included in the next Newsletter. 

  
Location       Council Chambers 
                      Strathcona County Community Center  
 
Bring your own REUSEABLE / RECYCLABLE mug for a chance to win a Tim Horton’s 

card. We also appreciate donations for the raffle table. 
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Upcoming Garden Club Events 
 

2020 Regular Meetings 
 
Jan 9 2020 Kim Brand, Salisbury Greenhouse 
  Topic TBA 
 

2019 Special Events      
 
Nov 28 Annual Christmas Potluck Social at Log Cabin 

Pencil this event in your calendar. All details for this fun and filling event will 
be in the November Newsletter. 

 
 

Share Your Experiences - Alternative Growing Methods 
 
The Garden Club is working on a presentation on “Alternative Growing Methods” for sometime in our 
2020 calendar. There are all kinds of innovative ideas being tried and we would like your help in 
trying to capture some of them in photos. Anything goes, be it raised beds, vertical gardening, patio 
gardens, straw bale gardens, gutter gardens…. Do all of these even exist? Whether you do it 
yourself or have spotted an interesting technique in your neighbourhood or on your travels, take a 
photo or two and send them to us. We – and by that I mean Brenda – will incorporate them into a 
powerpoint presentation. 
 

 
Chocolate Diablo Cookies 

 
 
 
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour  
1 cup cocoa powder 
1 tsp baking soda 
½ to 1 tsp cayenne pepper                                         
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 cup chocolate chips or chunks 
2 eggs 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup granulated sugar 
½ cup canola oil 
3 tbsp ginger juice or grated fresh ginger 
1 tbsp vanilla 
1 tsp kosher salt or granulated sugar 
 
 
      

 

Preheat oven to 375F.  Lightly spray 2 baking sheets 
with oil. 
Sift flour with cocoa powder, baking soda, cayenne 
and cinnamon in a large bowl.  Stir in chocolate chips.                                                                                                          
Whisk eggs in a medium bowl.  Whisk in both sugars, 
oil, ginger juice, and vanilla.  Stir into flour mixture until 
combined.                                                                                                           
Using a 1/4 cup measure, scoop 6 portions of dough 
onto each baking sheet.  Flatten cookies slightly with 
the bottom of the measuring cup. Sprinkle with salt or 
sugar.                                                                                     
Bake 1 pan at a time in centre of oven until cookies 
start to crack, 11 to 13 min.  They should still be fudgy 
in the middle.   
Cool on racks. 
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Strathcona County Garden Club 
Annual General Meeting – Agenda 

7:00 pm 
October 10, 2019 

Strathcona County Council Chambers 

1.  Call  Meeting to Order  

2. Approval of Agenda  - Donna Reimche 

3. Introduction of the Board  - Donna Reimche 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting – Donna Reimche 

5. Reports 

5.1 President’s Report  - Donna Reimche 

5.2 Treasurer’s Report  - Bud Milsom 

Presentation of audited Financial Statement for 2018 

6.  Election of New Board Members  - Richard Perry 

6.1 President                                                                                                                       

6.2 Vice President                                                    

6.3 Secretary 

6.4 Speaker and Events Coordinator 

6.5 Snack Coordinator 

6.6 Advertising Coordinator 

6.7 Social Media Coordinator 

 

7. Motion to Appoint 2019 Auditors  (Brian 
Craig and Darryl Reimche)   - Bud Milsom 

8. Questions from Membership 
9. Adjournment 
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STRATHCONA COUNTY GARDEN CLUB  
  MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
We require all information to be filled in. We would like to have your e-mail 

address so we can send you the newsletter by e-mail and save on mailing costs.  

Month: __________________ 20_______                          Please Print! 

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

StreetAddress:__________________________________________________________ 

Town:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Postal Code: ___________________                     Phone:   (_ _ _) _ _ _ -_ _ _ _       
E-mail: (Please Print CLEARLY) 
________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type:      New   or    Renewal        Please circle one 

 

Note: $20.00 membership for single or family (which includes you, spouse & dependent 

children).  To garden in the Old Man Creek Community Garden there is an additional 

$20.00 fee for each plot. 

 
Old Man Creek Plot:    Yes  or  No  Plot Holder:   Former (indicate plot # ______ )  or  New 

 
Payment: $______________paid by cheque # ________________ or Cash  (circle one) 

 
Would  you like to be called and reminded of the monthly meetings?   Yes  or  No  
 
I  {    } authorize OR I {    } do not authorize the Strathcona County Garden Club to use my 
image in photos and/or videos on the Strathcona County Garden Club website.  Please 
check one. 

 
Memberships are preferably paid by cheque payable to Strathcona County Garden Club 
and are due in January. The cheque should accompany this form and either mail to the 
address below or submit at the meeting. If paying by cash, submit the cash and this form 
in an envelope at the next meeting.  Please do not send cash by mail.  If you have any 

questions please contact:  
  
Strathcona County Garden Club 
c/o Pat Komarniski                    (email  patkomar@telusplanet.net)                
35 Moreland Road, Sherwood Park    T8A 0P4 
c/o Pat Barker                           (email   patandmike1_@hotmail.com)                           
41 Manor Drive, Sherwood Park         T8A 0P9      
 (2018/10/01)            


