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               December 2020 

     The Strathcona Gardener               

               Growing with the Community 

    www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

    strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

President’s Message 

Greetings to all members of the Strathcona County Garden Club!  I hope my message finds you 

all well!  It has been a challenging year for all of us, but within the challenges, there are things to 

celebrate.  My husband and I are still enjoying an abundance of delicious carrots and working 

through many jars of stewed tomatoes and tomato sauce I canned this fall.  The potatoes are 

rapidly decreasing in number, but we have lots of veggies in the freezer, as well.   

There appears to be an added interest in growing our own food.  An October 6, 2020, article in 

the Edmonton Journal, entitled “Pandemic offered golden chance to get green”, described a 

recent study that showed a fifth of Canadians were growing food at home.  Just over half grew at 

least one type of fruit or vegetable.  Of those, nearly 1 in 5 started growing their own food for the 

first time during COVID 19.  Relaxation and exercise are some of the benefits, as well as the fact 

that your own grown food just simply tastes better.  Perhaps this explains why trying to find 

canning jars in Sherwood Park on October 6 was near to impossible.  There were none at 

Superstore or Save On or Home Hardware or Canadian Tire.  Finally, I found a case of pint jars, 

tucked away on a very low shelf, at Safeway’s.  Believe me, the case was a hot item, as I had to 

fend off another shopper who was also looking for jars.   

Here is another reason to celebrate:  our garden club membership continues to grow.  We are 

now at 164.  I would like to welcome Jennifer, Lisa, Sally, and Lori.  And many thanks to Lori who 

has offered to help the club in any jobs that need to be done.  As Pat, our membership coordinator, 

says, this type of offer to volunteer does not occur often.  So, Lori, I think we can find you some 

jobs!  Our club could not run as effectively as it does, without all the members who volunteer to 

help with events we sponsor.  Thank you to all!   

Further cause to celebrate!  We were able to hold our annual general assembly in person at the 

Agora in the County Building on October 8.  We were grateful to have 29 of our members in 

attendance, which met our quorum, thankfully. Many, many thanks to those of you who were able 

to attend.  I would especially like to thank Richard for chairing the election portion of the AGM.  

Consequently, I am pleased to introduce all the board members for terms beginning January 

2021. 

Our Vice President is Andrew Davison.  Andrew is a fairly new member on the board.   Close 

to three years ago, Andrew approached me at the beginning of one meeting, which was held at 

Millenium Place for a few months that year. (I had reached out to our membership to fill the 

positions of vice president and snack coordinator.)  Andrew said he was willing to help.  I asked 
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him which position on the board he would prefer?  He responded with both, if we needed both 

filled.  Believe me, I had a big smile on my face all meeting!  Since then, he has brought his 

efficiency skills to more effectively organizing snacks. 

Our Secretary is Susan Robblee.  Susan was formally elected as secretary at the 2020 AGM.  

Before that, for the last four years, she held the position of Fundraising Coordinator. When we 

first approached Susan to sit on the board as Fundraising Coordinator, she was interested but 

declined because our board meetings were held on Tuesday evenings.  So …the board changed 

the meeting night to accommodate her schedule and, thus, pretty well gave her no choice.  Susan 

says that being on the board ensures that she gets out to meetings and events and has let her 

rub shoulders with some skilled and lovely folks, who also happen to be gardening experts (her 

words!). 

Our Treasurer is Bud Milsom.  Bud has been on the board as treasurer for 8 years.  Each time 

I approached Bud to ask him to run for treasurer again, he would say that he needed to think 

about it, and both times after weeks of consideration,  he agreed, but he keeps on warning me 

that this may be his last time.  Bud is very organized and keeps us very well informed about the 

club’s finances.  I very much rely on Bud for good, solid advice. 

Our Speaker and Events Coordinator is Brenda Brooke.  Brenda has been on this board for 

10 years.  It is 10 years ago that our garden club was registered under the Society’s Act.  During 

this time, she was president for 4 years and speaker/events coordinator for 10 years.  So, that 

means that she took on two board positions for 4 years! That is a lot of work!   On the old board, 

she was the snack coordinator for 10 years.  Brenda became a board member both times because 

a need was there and the club was important to her.  She had and has many good times with the 

club and decided she could help to keep the good times happening (her words!).  

Our Membership Coordinator is Pat Komarniski.  Pat has held this position for 10 years, and I 

told her she could not retire until she turned 90. (Ninety seems like a good retirement age to me!)  

Pat is our first point of contact for new members. She enjoys getting to know all members. She 

also signs in and greets members as they come into a meeting.  In addition, she does a great 

deal of organizing for Old Man Creek Community Garden.  Pat first accepted this position as the 

club required someone to help, and here she is … 10 years later!  

Our Advertising Coordinator is Cindy Garneau.  Cindy first approached me at the November 

2016 Christmas potluck to volunteer to fill the position of advertising coordinator.   She volunteered 

because the garden club needed someone, she had had a bit of previous advertising experience, 

and she felt she might be able to promote and help grow the wonderful Strathcona County Garden 

Club (her words!).  She says that it has been both enjoyable and educational, spending time with 

many friendly and knowledgeable gardeners. And Cindy has significantly increased our presence 

in the community.   

Our Phoning Coordinator is Dorothy Gilby.  Dorothy coordinates 8 volunteer phoners who 

connect with 68 members to remind them of meetings and special events.  Some of us still enjoy 

that personal touch. I appreciate Dorothy for her good sense approach to issues.  

Our Newsletter Editor is Marlene Exner.  Marlene has been a member of the board longer than 

I have, close to 10 years.  She was persuaded to join the garden club by her very good friend, 

Elvira, and quite quickly after, found herself on the board, briefly as the advertising coordinator 

but predominantly as the newsletter editor, a position she has held for over 8 years.  She agreed 
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to act as newsletter editor because she wanted the most innocuous position possible, and she 

has done excellent work, mostly innocuously.  Marlene likes the people on the board and the 

people in the club, so she continues to be involved. 

Our Fundraising Coordinator is Marianne West.  Marianne is a very new member, just this 

year.  She came onto our radar when she contacted Brenda in the spring and offered to host our 

June ZOOM meeting.  When I contacted her in October to ask her to consider running for the 

fundraising coordinator position, thankfully, she agreed without much hesitation.  We very much 

look forward to working with her on the board. 

Your President is Donna Reimche.  I first joined the board 8 years ago, after becoming a member 

of the club the previous April.  To be honest, I joined the club because I wanted a plot at Old Man 

Creek.  Then the club became short of a snack coordinator, and I volunteered to take on that 

position.  However, no one told me that I would be required to store and transport back and forth 

boxes and boxes of snack equipment to every meeting!  Anyway, I managed.  I have learned so 

much about gardening as a member of the club.  However, the best part is the connections I have 

made with so many of you.   

So this is your board for 2021.  During this interesting time, we will endeavor to maintain 

connections with our membership.  We may not be able to meet in person, but we will find ways 

to share knowledge and love of gardening.  

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our Christmas table centre, fresh greens workshop at Greenland 

Garden Centre due to the new health protocols.  However, Tina from Greenland’s provided those 

who had signed up for the workshop with an alternative:  a kit with all the materials and a video 

connection that we can complete in our homes.  As Brenda says, the cancellation is a 

disappointment but it is what it is.  We will miss getting together with the members who had 

signed up.   

Finally, one last thought to share.  How many of you read Gerald Filipski’s column in the 

Saturday’s Edmonton Journal?  Well, I always do!   In his Saturday’s column of December 5, 

2020, Mr. Filipski announced that The Prairie Garden 2021, Western Canada’s only gardening 

annual, is available and would make a very nice gift for any gardener.  There are more than 60 

articles in the annual, including an article by Dr. Ieuan Evans entitled Bushels of Fruit from 

Bushes.  Dr. Evans, on at least two occasions, spoke at our garden club meetings.  Mr. Filipski 

understood that the book is available at Greenland Garden Centre; however, when I phoned 

Greenland that Saturday, there were no copies. Apparently, Mr. Filipski had not coordinated with 

Greenland; however, they are on order, and I am determined to get a few.   My offer to our 

members:  if you would like to try your hand at getting a copy, I am going to offer two as my 

personal gift.  One to the first member to email Marlene to request a copy upon reading this 

newsletter and one to the last member to email Marlene to request a copy by midnight on the day 

Marlene sends out the SCGC Newsletter. Board members are also included.  Then I will make 

sure those two members get a copy each.   

On behalf of the SCGC Board, I wish to extend to you the best Christmas possible. We will be in 

touch with you in the New Year.   

Donna  
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Upcoming Meetings 

2021 Regular Meetings 

January 14, Feb 11, March 11, April 8, May 13, June 10, July 8, Sep 9, Oct 14.  These 

are the dates to note for our 2021 Regular Meetings. Your current 2020 membership is 

automatically extended to cover 2021. Pat will mail out our membership cards as the 

New Year approaches. 

We will keep you apprised of meeting plans for these dates as the Covid 19 situation 

evolves.  

 

 

This Board is Cookin’! 

Golden Beets and Cream 

This recipe was submitted by Brenda Brooke, 
Speaker and Events Coordinator 

 
6 golden beets (or enough to serve 6) 
cooked and peeled. If large cut in strips 
½” wide, if baby, half or leave whole 
½ cup whipping cream 
1 tsp Dijon mustard 

Salt and pepper to taste 

2 tbsp finely chopped parsley (optional but looks nice!) 

In large skillet heat whipping cream and mustard until simmering, add the beets. Boil 

vigorously until mixture is reduced to a glaze to coat beets. Season with salt and 

pepper. Stir often to avoid sticking. Sprinkle with parsley. Serve. 

You can make this recipe with red beets if you don’t mind a pink sauce! Golden beets 

are available in the grocery stores this time of year or use from your garden in the 

summer.  

Great with anything except maybe fish. It might be too strong a flavor for fish. 
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UnChristmas Cheer 

If you were part of the clean-up crew at the 2019 Christmas potluck at the Log Cabin, 

you may have heard one of my favorite people, grandson Max, playing a few tunes on 

the piano. I asked him to do a couple of short videos which have been uploaded to 

YouTube. I am including the links here in the hope that Max’s music will bring you an 

extra bit of holiday cheer, even though he declined to play anything Christmassy.  He is, 

after all, a teenager….. 

Video link 

https://youtu.be/9GrNCrLJt-M 

https://youtu.be/wmtWYHKg_Dg  

 

Preview YouTube video Max - Piano Man 

 

Max - Piano Man 

Preview YouTube video Max - Für Elise 

 

 

Max - Für Elise 

https://youtu.be/9GrNCrLJt-M
https://youtu.be/wmtWYHKg_Dg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GrNCrLJt-M&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmtWYHKg_Dg&authuser=0
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Christmas Centerpieces 
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These photos are some of the lovely festive centerpieces created from the Greenland 

Garden Center kits. Aren’t the colors so cheerful? You can cancel the workshop but not 

the creative spirit! Thank you to those who sent these photos. 

I would like to invite others who made centerpieces to also send photos, so that they 

can be showcased in the January 2021 Newsletter. 
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2020 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name Contact 

President Donna Reimche 

Vice President Andrew Davison 

Past President  

Treasurer Bud Milsom 

Secretary JC Lindberg 

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke 

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski 

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau 

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey 

Fundraising Coordinator Susan Robblee 

Snack Coordinator Andrew Davison 

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner 

Support Volunteers Name 

Membership Assistant Pat Barker 

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish 

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker 

  Pegi Gunn-Graham 

  Marj Kennedy 

  Pat Komarniski 

  Sherri McCormick 

  Carol Moos 

  Shirley Radmanovich 

  Gerri Schmidt 

  Audrey Zmurchuk 

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 

 


