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                       July 2020 

         The Strathcona Gardener               

               Growing with the Community 

    www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

    strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

President’s Message 

Greetings to all SCGC members!  I sincerely hope that this message finds you well and 

thoroughly involved in your gardens …at least between the rains.  I have been enjoying my 

spinach and Drunken Woman lettuce (I cannot imagine who named that lettuce!)  and my dill 

which has self-seeded quite extensively at Old Man Creek, so as I weed, I snack on it, and a 

few pea pods from seeds I planted early.  Is anyone having problems with cucumbers?  Either, 

germination was poor, or the plants are growing very slowly?  Just not enough heat!  I am often 

feasting on my broccoli by early July, but not this year.  However, my Alpine strawberry plants 

have been producing delicious and ripe fruit.   

This year, I decided to grow poppies - the ones for seed that I use for poppy seed cake.  Last 

year was my first attempt, and even though I planted seeds in my fairly shaded back yard, they 

grew and produced ½ cup of seed, just enough for one cake. (It takes a lot of poppy plants to 

produce even ½ cup.)  So this year, I decided to extend the experiment and planted seeds I had 

saved at Old Man Creek and my other community garden plot, as well as in my back yard.   The 

poppies in my back yard are coming … but slowly.  The community garden plot poppies are 

doing well … but perhaps too thickly.  The Old Man Creek poppies began well … but now some 

leaves are turning yellow … and I have no idea why?    

I also learned something about basil this year but too late for my planting.  Apparently, basil 

grows better in a pot all by itself.  Perhaps, it doesn’t get along with other herbs?  And, 

because I always love variety in my pots, I always plant it with those other herbs. However, I am 

always disappointed with its growth. Next year, all my basil plants will definitely go in one pot.  

Hopefully, they will be happier.   

On June 27th, the Edmonton Native Plant Society held its plant sale so I went in search of 

Bergamot plants which I had been told by Manna (of the Native Plant Society) are excellent 

attractors of pollinators.  Their sale was very successful.  Manna told me that people were lined 

up early for the sale.  What really impressed me about this group was all the considerations they 

had taken for their group members’ safety, as well as for the people who came to buy plants.  

The sale was held outdoors, but the lady taking the money was behind a plexiglass shield and 

as a customer, I placed my bills and change into a small container of soapy water (probably with 

some sort of disinfectant) before the money was handled.  Also, masks and gloves were 

available, and everyone was wearing them.  The entire operation went very smoothly.  

Now, I need to share with you plans for the next few months.  However, there is still so much 

uncertainty, but we are waiting for direction from the County as some of its facilities will be 

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/
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reopening over the next few weeks.  There will be no meeting in July, however.  I am hoping 

that you will be so busy enjoying your yards and gardens that you will not miss having a 

meeting.  We normally do not have meetings in August so that is a pass.  Now for 

September…Brenda, our speaker coordinator, is working to arrange for a speaker for our 

September meeting, either in the Council Chambers, if available for our group, or online through 

Zoom.  Our SCGC member, Marianne, hosted an excellent Zoom meeting in June which was 

presented by Mike Jenkins.  As a result of Mike’s enthusiasm for bugs, I have learned to be 

more appreciative of the roles even some of the most unsavory bugs play in our gardens.  I also 

found being part of a Zoom presentation was a lot easier than I expected.  So, I hope that more 

of you will join us if, out of necessity, we will have to hold another meeting through Zoom.  

Regarding our October meeting, Brenda has arranged for a speaker from Ellis Bird Farm; 

hopefully, this will be a go. As a club, we are required to hold our Annual General Assembly in 

October, and we will hold this AGM in the best way we can arrange it.   

Now, the following information is meant for all members but especially Old Man Creek plot 

holders.  Since the SCGC Board of Directors approved the extension of membership fees paid 

for 2020 to also cover fees for 2021, all 2020 members will have automatic membership for 

2021 and will not be required to fill out new membership forms.  However, Pat, our membership 

coordinator, is requesting that members who have changes in addresses, emails, phone 

numbers, etc., please contact her to make these changes.  However, this will not be the case 

for Old Man Creek plot holders.  Sheila, our Old Man Creek Community Garden Coordinator, 

has requested that all plot holders at OMC for 2021 fill out a new application/membership for 

2021, even though they will not be required to pay the SCGC membership fee.  However, the 

$20 per plot water fee will still be required.  When Sheila contacts plot holders in the fall to 

confirm that they still want the plot/plots for 2021, she will include a membership form and an 

agreement form for a signature.  These, with the $20 per plot fee, will need to be forwarded to 

Pat.   

Finally, I have some sad news to share.  Two of our SCGC members have recently passed 

away, and we will miss them.  Cyndi McCrae was a member of our garden club longer than I 

have been and that is eight years for me.  Cyndi always attended meetings, but I first connected 

with her when we both worked together to coordinate snacks.  I remember that she told me 

quite clearly that she would not be able to come too early to help set up coffee for the snacks 

since she wanted to be home to have dinner with her husband.  I know how important her family 

was to her.   

Thank you for reading to the end of this long message!  We will continue to let you know when 

we are able to make definite plans.  In the meantime, take care and enjoy that sunshine (or rain) 

and working in your gardens.  Please enjoy the photos I am including of Old Man Creek gardens 

and my poppies (I can barely wait for them to bloom!)   

Donna Reimche 
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   A glorious bunch of lupines at OMC                             Self-seeding calendula and dill  

 

  

               

           Garlic scapes from OMC                                                       Poppy plants 
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              Rose working at her plot                                        My neighbor’s lush growth  

 

Next Meeting  

July 9 CANCELLED 

 

Deadline Approaches for Front Yard Recognition 

Outstanding front gardens beautify our community. Residents are invited to recognize 

attractivefront yards in Sherwood Park - 

neighbours, friends, relatives - anyone with a 

noteworthy front yard. The Front Yard Competition 

is open to all Sherwood Park residents. Contest 

winners may be featured in Sherwood Park News, 

Strathcona in Bloom website, Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram and our newsletter. Entries can be 

submitted to: 780 464 

8287 or strathconainbloom@gmail.com Please 

provide your name, phone number and the 

nominated resident’s address. Thank you to all 

who nominate a front yard that touches you and 

adds to your community!                                     

The deadline for nominations is July 11. 
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Upcoming Meetings 

2020 Regular Meetings 

Sep 10             Tentative depending on venue availability for our group. 

                         Speaker / Topic to be determined 

October 8        Myrna Pearman, Biologist and Site Manager, Ellis Bird Farm 

                        “Ellis Bird Farm – Garden and Research” 

2020 Special Events 

Sep __     Annual Plant Sale; specific date and details to be determined 

Nov 26     Christmas Potluck Social 

5 – 9 pm      Log Cabin 

 

Greenland Garden Centre Display Gardens 

Members Brenda and JC want to remind you of the Display Garden at Greenland. It is 

free to visit, contains many examples of plant material including perennials, shrubs and 

trees. It’s a lovely refreshing walk along the path and maybe it will inspire you as to 

planting arrangements or specific plants for your own gardens. It is very relaxing and 

easy on the eyes, as you can see from this photo borrowed from Greenland’s web site. 
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Recipes Your Pests Won’t Like                     

 

Iris Leaf Tea - Brandi   (for red lily beetle control) 

• Soup pot of boiling water 

• Add 8-10 iris leaves finely chopped 

• Allow to steep until cool 

• Pour in spray bottle 

• Add a few drops of dish soap 

• Spray beetles, larvae & lilies  

 

Rhubarb Leaf Tea – Brandi   (unknown if it works for lily beetle control) 

• Soup pot of boiling water 

• Add 4-6 rhubarb leaves chopped 

• Allow to steep until cooled 

• Spray on lilies daily 

 

Powdery Mildew Solution - Geni 

• 1 Tbsp baking soda 
• 1 Tbsp vegetable oil 
• 1 Tsp dish soap 
• 1 gallon (4 L) of water 

Mix together and use a spray bottle to spray your plants in the morning. It is 
recommended to do this once a week as a preventative measure. 

Aphid Repellant - Geni 

• 1 Tbsp garlic oil (made from chopping one garlic bulb up and placing in 1 cup of 

vegetable oil which you leave in your fridge until it gets stinky ☹) 

• 3 drops of dish soap 
• 1 L of water 

Mix together and use a spray bottle to spray your plants every couple of days and they 
should remain aphid-free. 
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Storing Peonies to Bloom at a Later Date 

You can cut peonies and store them for weeks or months if you know 
when to cut and how to properly store them. 

Dixie Sandborn, Michigan State University Extension - May 11, 2016 

 

Peonies are one of the most loved spring flowers. In the Midwest they bloom in late May 
until mid-June. Lynn Byczynski calls peonies the “darlings of the spring flower world” in 
her book, “The Flower Farmer, An Organic Grower’s Guide to Raising and Selling Cut 
Flowers.” 

Recently, I was talking with a friend about peonies and she told me her grandmother 
always had a fresh bouquet of peonies on her table at Thanksgiving. This was years 
before our favorite spring flowers entered the market in the fall from South America. We 
now routinely see flowers “out of season” as they are grown and shipped around the 
world daily. Even today, if it were possible to get peonies in November the price would 
be so exorbitant the bouquet would be more costly than the rest of the dinner combined. 
Those of us who love peonies long to have them as cut flowers longer than the few 
weeks they are blooming in season. How could my friend’s grandmother have a peony 
bouquet at Thanksgiving? What is the cut flower lover’s answer to extending the peony 
season? 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/dixie_sandborn
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach
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Good news! You can cut peonies and store them for several weeks, even up to months 
depending on the variety. The key to storing peonies in the refrigerator and having them 
bloom at a much later date is knowing when to cut them and how to properly store 
them. 

The first thing you need to know is when to cut the peonies. The timing needs to be 
precise. To store a peony for proper bloom and achieve a vase life of five to 10 days, 
you need to cut the flowers when the buds are showing some color and are soft like a 
marshmallow, according to Wilma Jackson from the Sunny Dale Spring Peony Farm in 
Valley Center, Kansas. During the bloom time of peonies, you must check them several 
times a day to make sure you are cutting at the proper developmental stage. 

Once the peonies are cut, you should store them dry. Michigan State University 
Extension suggests stripping the leaves off the stem to reduce water loss. The next 
thing you need to do is wrap the peonies completely, stem to bud, in clear plastic wrap, 
sealing both ends of the wrap. Sealing the wrap helps to ensure minimal moisture loss 
from the flowers themselves. A good tight seal is imperative if storing them in a frost-
free refrigerator. 

Store them horizontally for up to three months. (Or, according to my friend, until 
Thanksgiving. Her grandmother stored hers in dampish newspapers.) When removing 
them from their cold storage, cut the stem and place in tepid water in a cool area. Once 
the peony is hydrated, it should bloom for about a week. 

If you are thinking you, too, would like a bouquet of peonies at Thanksgiving, 
Byczynski’s book, “The Flower Farmer, An Organic Grower’s Guide to Raising and 
Selling Cut Flowers,” lists several varieties of peonies and their vase life. Even if you do 
not know the variety of peonies growing in your garden, experiment with the ones you 
have and see how long you can have fresh peonies to enjoy, maybe for months. 

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more 
information, visit https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered 
straight to your email inbox, visit https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an 
expert in your area, visit https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call 888-MSUE4MI (888-
678-3464). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://www.msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://www.msue.msu.edu/
https://extension.msu.edu/
https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters
https://extension.msu.edu/experts
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2020 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name  

President Donna Reimche  

Vice President Andrew Davison  

Past President   

Treasurer Bud Milsom  

Secretary JC Lindberg  

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke  

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski  

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau  

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey  

Fundraising Coordinator Susan Robblee  

Snack Coordinator Andrew Davison  

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner  

Support Volunteers Name  

Membership Assistant Pat Barker  

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish  

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker  

  Dian Davies  

  Pegi Gunn-Graham  

  Marj Kennedy  

  Pat Komarniski  

  Sherri McCormick  

  Carol Moos  

  Shirley Radmanovich  

  Gerri Schmidt  

  Audrey Zmurchuk  

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 
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587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 

 


