
1 
 

                       

                 January 2021 
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               Growing with the Community 

    www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

    strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

President’s Message 

Hello to Strathcona County Garden Club members!  My best wishes to each and every one of you 
for the best 2021 possible!  Even though it is only January, albeit a relatively warm January…so 
far, my thoughts have been relentlessly creeping to my plants, sleeping under the blanket of snow, 
and the new Vesey’s Seed Catalogue that arrived several weeks ago and the leaves that I buried 
under the soil last October.  I am expecting my favorite West Coast Seeds Catalogue any day 
now and I am so looking forward to greeting all those native plants that I planted last year and I 
am hoping that those leaves will make great compost to enrich the soil.  Cherry Dodd and the 
Alberta Native Plant Society’s Go Wild has become my frequently read reference manual.  It is 
all about easy to grow prairie wildflowers.   

I still have some poppy seeds in their pods that I need to separate, and as I gradually work on 
those, I cannot help but marvel at that single seed that, when planted in the earth, becomes this 
amazingly beautiful plant and flower.  And I miss that companionship with plants that gently grow 
from ½ inch to two inches to 12 inches to 24 inches and more. I found this wonderful quote (which 
I have abbreviated) by Charles Dudley Warner, an American essayist and newspaper editor of 
the nineteenth century:  To own a bit of ground, to scratch it with a hoe, to plant seeds, and watch 
the renewal of life – this is the commonest delight ….   And I am inspired to work that soil with my 
hands and to revisit that yearly delight.  And the next four months will go by quickly… I hope.   

On January 14, we will be holding our regular meeting with the help of Zoom.  We have arranged 
for a wonderful presenter…our very own Susan Robblee!  If you attended any of the meetings 
over the past four years and if you bought any of the raffle draw tickets, you would have met 
Susan.  Susan was our Fundraising Coordinator for the last four years and has now taken on the 
position of Secretary to the club.  Susan loves to travel and especially loves gardens and loves 
taking photos of all these gardens.  She will be sharing these photos and this love with all of you 
who join us.  You will have the delight of exploring gardens with Susan from the Grand Cayman 
Islands to the Royal Botanic Gardens in the United Kingdom to the Royal Edinburgh in Scotland 
to the Rosen Garden in Germany and closer to home, the Brooklyn, New York, Botanic Garden 
and the Butchart Gardens in Victoria and University of Alberta Botanic Garden, just outside of 
Edmonton.  So much to explore and just simply enjoy!   So…I invite you all to join us on Thursday.   

It is my pleasure to announce two winners of the 2021 edition of Prairie Garden, the only annual 
garden book out of Western Canada.  Cindy M. received a copy because she was the first to 
email our Newsletter Editor, Marlene, with the request on the day our December Newsletter came 
out.  Another Cindy…Cindy G, this time, received a copy because she was the last member to 
email Marlene on the day of publication.  And our Newsletter Editor, who was also interested in a 
copy but felt she could not participate because she had the insider track, will also be receiving a 
copy of the Prairie Garden, just because she is always patient with my frequently late messages.   

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/
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Many thanks to Mary C who has donated a gardener’s kneeler for a draw.  So, we will be holding 
a draw after our speaker presentation.  When you pre-register with Brenda and Marianne for our 
Zoom meeting, your name will automatically be eligible for the draw.  I will be pulling a name out 

of a “hat” at the end of the meeting, and no one will need to even buy a ticket for the draw.   

I truly hope to meet with many of you at our meeting on Thursday, January 14.  Thank you for 
being part of this club and continuing to support it.   

Donna Reimche, President 

                                                          

Upcoming Meetings 

2021 Regular Meetings 

 

Jan 14        Susan Robblee, Strathcona County Garden Club,   

7 pm           Member and Board Secretary 

 ZOOM        “The Gardens We Love” 

Join us via Zoom for a photo journey to some world-renowned botanical gardens from Susan’s 

travels.  Take a break from our predominantly white and brown winter world and bask in the 

colours of these amazing gardens. 

This month's meeting is a Zoom meeting and we're approaching it a little differently. To have a 

better handle on the number of members coming and to cut down on last minute arrivals, we're 

going to pre-register attendance for the meeting. Here's the link to the pre-registration form that 

Marianne, our Zoom wizard, has made up.   https://forms.gle/vk3esbuxbjP9WNqg9       

It's simple. Just fill out the form and submit by January 11. On either Jan 11 or 12 I'll send out 

the meeting link and password to those that have registered. That’s all there is to it. Zoom 

meeting instructions are included with this newsletter. 

 

  

When you pre-register, your name will be entered in a free 

draw to win this garden kneeler, generously donated by 

member Mary C. The draw will take place at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/vk3esbuxbjP9WNqg9
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This Board is Cookin’! 

 

Fried Brussels Sprouts with Lemon 

and Mint       Serves 4 

This recipe was submitted by Pat Komarniski, 
Membership Coordinator 

 
2 large handfuls brussels sprouts, stems trimmed, 

cut in half   

6 Tbs extra virgin olive oil, plus more for drizzling 

2 cloves of garlic, crushed 

1 small handful Italian parsley leaves 

10 mint leaves 

1 lemon, zest and juice 

Kosher salt (or large granule sea salt) and fresh ground pepper  

 

Heat olive oil in a non-stick frying pan over medium heat.   Add brussels sprouts, cut side down.  

Season with salt and pepper and fry until dark golden brown. Add garlic and toss sprouts to 

combine. Continue cooking for a few minutes adding more oil if needed. Add ¼ cup water to 

pan and cook an additional 2 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

Remove from heat and toss with a drizzle of olive oil, lemon zest, lemon juice, mint and parsley. 

Season to taste with salt and pepper. Serve immediately. 

 

Free Canning Jars 

A member is moving and has offered free canning jars. There are 18 jars of assorted sizes from 

small jam jars to 1quart size. Old lids are included though new lids may be required. If you are 

the first person to reply to this offer by emailing the newsletter editor, they are yours.  
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Christmas Centerpieces 
 

 

 

These 2 photos showcase more of our 

Members’ creative holiday spirits; they 

are some of the lovely festive 

centerpieces created from the 

Greenland Garden Center kits. Thank 

you to those who sent these photos.

. 
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Year-round Gardening 
 
Some of our gardening members are content to accept the end of the outdoor gardening season 
in the fall. It is a time to sit back, enjoy the products of our labours, let bent backs and achy 
muscles regenerate and ruminate on plans for the next season.   
But not all of us. One such is a keystone member of our club, Brenda Brooke. I have it on good 
authority that she has already ordered a few seeds. She has submitted these photos of the 
flowering plants she has grown from fall cuttings – geraniums, calibrachoa, verbena and salvia.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first three pictures are of the cuttings taken last fall. Brenda explains: “The annual salvia 

and verbena are just starting to bud but the calibrachoa and geraniums started flowering about 

a week ago. I'll probably have to take cuttings again for new plants because annuals will only 

flower so long.” 
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This photo is of her Aero 

Garden in full growth. In 

Brenda’s words, “Aero 

Garden is a small 

hydroponic unit that's idiot 

proof. It tells you when to 

add water and when to add 

fertilizer. The grow lights 

are on a timer and 

adjustable up to 12". After I 

grew the herbs that came 

with the kit, I planted 

lettuce. Man, did it grow! 

And oh, how good it is, no 

bitter taste. We've had four 

full salads from the one 

planting. The nice part is 

no bugs, no slugs!!”  

What’s not to love about 

that? 
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2020 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name 

President Donna Reimche 

Vice President Andrew Davison 

Past President  

Treasurer Bud Milsom 

Secretary Susan Robblee 

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke 

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski 

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau 

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey 

Fundraising Coordinator Marianne West 

Snack Coordinator Andrew Davison 

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner 

Support Volunteers Name 
Membership Assistant Pat Barker 

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish 

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker 

  Pegi Gunn-Graham 

  Marj Kennedy 

  Pat Komarniski 

  Sherri McCormick 

  Carol Moos 

  Shirley Radmanovich 

 Gerri Schmidt 

   

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 
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ATTENDING VIRTUAL MEETINGS USING ZOOM 

 

 

 

 

 

- Marianne West 
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OVERVIEW 
So…someone sent you a meeting invitation for a “virtual meeting”?  What the heck are you to do?  Here 

are the easy to follow instructions.  It’s a great tool and very easy to use.  One of the best on the market 

today. 

If you prefer seeing a video on how to use the tool OR to compliment these instructions, here’s a link to 

a video that will guide you through joining a Zoom meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbbYqiurgeo  

In this video the presenter shows an email from a Google Mail invitation – but this would look very 

similar with an Outlook or other online email meeting invitations.   

TIP: Your email may have changed the start/end time of a meeting if the meeting was sent via a 

calendar invitation.  So make sure you check that.  Eg: If you use Yahoo Mail the default time zone is 

Eastern Time…so a Yahoo meeting invitation will think you’re in the Eastern Time zone and not in 

Mountain Time – so you’ll miss the meeting.  Yikes!! 

 JOINING A MEETING THE 1ST TIME USING ZOOM 
Your email (meeting invitation) has everything you need to join the meeting. 

To join the meeting just click on the Location link (the blue highlighted text). That will bring 

you to this specific meeting. 

You can see who all has been invited 

to this virtual meeting in the 

Attendees list.  

Once you’ve clicked on the link (URL) 

you’ll be brought to the Zoom website 

automagically.   

NOTE: If you are unable to join the 

meeting via your computer (or smart 

phone) and can only dial-in to the 

meeting please see the instructions 

that follow.  It would be best if you 

could join the meeting with your 

computer as we will be reviewing 

some documents live during the 

meeting.  So if you cannot join via 

computer you will need to have these 

document with you when you call in 

to the meeting.  

Click this link  

about:blank
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The 1st Zoom Screen – 
Download the Software 
So now that you’ve successfully clicked on the URL link you’ll be brought to the first Zoom screen.  If you 

already have Zoom installed on your computer you can click on Open Zoom in the dialog box on the top 

middle of the screen.  If you don’t have Zoom installed you’ll need to download it.  Just click on 

download here to start the download. 

 

Click Open Zoom if you already 

have Zoom installed so you can 

join this meeting. 

If you don’t have Zoom installed a 

download will automatically be done for 

you.  If it doesn’t you can download it 

manually by clicking on download here.  

Figure 1 Meeting Invitation 

Figure 2 Initial Zoom Screen 
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Launching the Downloaded Zoom Application 
Click on the Zoom_b545b2e40…exe box in the bottom left 

hand corner of your screen.  See Figure 3 to the right here.  

When you click on that .exe file it will automatically start 

(launch) and will give you a Zoom Installer screen on your 

screen.   

Zoom will double check with you to see where you’d like to 

store the software…that’s next… 

 

 

Choose Where to Save Zoom Downloaded 
Software 
If you want to choose 

where to store the 

download you can do that 

now…and if you don’t it’s 

ok as Zoom will 

automatically store the file 

in your DOWNLOAD 

directory.    

Click on Save.  Zoom will 

continue doing the install.  

You’ll see the % complete 

in a dialog box as Zoom 

completes the install.  

 

 

 

Once the installation is complete Zoom will bring 

you to your meeting directly.  No need for you to 

do anything else to join the meeting – unless 

your video and/or microphone don’t work.  More 

on that later in the Possible Problems section. 

NOTE: Once you’ve downloaded the software program you won’t need 

to do this step again for future meetings. 

Figure 5 Zoom installing 

Figure 4 Choose where to store your download 

Figure 3 Launch the Zoom download file 



12 
 

WARNING: You may get a message if you have Microsoft products on 

your computer that want to manage the installation of any software.  

It will look something like this image.  Click on Install anyway.  

Microsoft wants to sell you their products or manage this install but 

you don’t need to do that.  

That’s all there is to it!!  Now that you’ve successfully downloaded the 

Zoom software Zoom will automatically launch Zoom for you AND will 

also bring you to our virtual meeting automagically.   

If you have a computer with a camera and a microphone/speaker too 

your computer will sense those devices and let Zoom know to connect 

to both.  You may have to unmute yourself if your microphone does 

not work OR you may have to phone in if you do not have a 

microphone.   

TESTING YOUR VIDEO AND MICROPHONE 
Zoom has a very nice feature to help you check if you video (camera) and audio (speaker and 

microphone) are working correctly.   

When you get this screen (Figure 7) 

click on Test Speaker and Microphone.  

Zoom will bring up a new screen and 

will prompt you to confirm that you 

heard the ringtone and that you could 

hear your voice too.  

 

 

Figure 6 Possible message from 
Microsoft on your computer 

Figure 7 Test your Audio 

Figure 9 Testing microphone screen 

Figure 10 Zoom confirmation screen for audio 
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Assuming all goes well you’ll get this screen from 

Zoom.  If you have problems with your audio 

check to see that your microphone (if you have 

an external one) is plugged in to your computer 

securely. 

NOTE: Newer computers, iPads, etc. have audio 

and a camera built in to the devices.  If you have 

an older model computer you can use a headset 

with a microphone built in for your audio.  

 

You can join the meeting without video if you want.  

Simply click on Join without Video in the bottom right 

hand corner of this Video Preview screen.  

If you do join without video none of the attendees will 

see you but they will see a blank square box with your 

name on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEAVING A MEETING 
Okay…so we’ve had a bunch of fun having our first virtual meeting but it’s time for the fun to be over 

and get back to this self-isolation thing.  Right?   

That’s very easy to do.  Just click on the red End Meeting text in the bottom right hand corner of the 

screen. 

Figure 8 Testing speaker screen 

Figure 11 Join without Video Option 

Join with or without video – 

choose one of the buttons in 

the bottom right hand corner 
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To leave a meeting click on End Meeting in the 

bottom right hand corner 

Figure 12 Leave a Meeting 
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IF YOU ABSOLUTELY CANNOT DOWNLOAD THE 
SOFTWARE…THERE’S HELP! 
Another way you can join a Zoom meeting is to go to Zoom directly and enter the meeting ID and your 

name.  

Depending on how you got to the Zoom 

screen you’ll either get the screen you see 

in Figure 13 in which case you’ll click on 

Join a Meeting…or you’ll get the screen in 

Figure 14.  Either one will take you to the 

screen you’ll see in Figure 14 where you 

can enter the meeting ID provided in the 

meeting invitation.  Once you’ve entered 

those numbers Zoom will put a space 

between the first two groups of three 

letters. 

Here’s the URL to get to Zoom to this 

screen you see below: 

https://zoom.us/join  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

Figure 13 Joining a Zoom Meeting directly 

Figure 14  Zoom Meeting Login Screen 

about:blank


16 
 

JOIN THE MEETING BY PHONE ONLY 
If you can only join the meeting by 

phone and are calling from the 

Edmonton region dial (587) 328-1099.  

There are several other phone 

numbers with different area codes 

but for us in Alberta the (587) is the 

one to use as it is a local number so 

there will be no long distance phone 

charges.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting 

ID and when prompted again, enter 

the Passcode – these were provided 

in the meeting invitation you received 

and may not be exactly the number in 

the image to the right.  

 

 

USING ZOOM ON AN APPLE / MAC / IPAD 
Follow the same instructions for 

downloading the software and installing 

it on your Apple/Mac/iPad. 

When you get to this Zoom login screen 

click on Join a Meeting and enter the 

meeting code.  This will bring you into 

the meeting you’re trying to join.  

  

Figure 15 Phone number to call if you're not using your computer 

Figure 16 Zoom JOIN A MEETING screen 

Figure 17 Enter the meeting code 
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TIPS / COMMON PROBLEMS 
 

Problem: We Can’t 

Hear You (is that a 

good thing???) 

If the attendees cannot hear 

you it’s probably because you 

are on MUTE.  You may have 

done that inadvertently OR 

because your dog just started 

barking and you don’t want 

everyone to hear that. 

Just click on the Unmute icon 

in the bottom left hand 

corner to turn your 

microphone back on so we 

can hear you.   

Just so you know, the host 

can also turn the sound and 

video on and off for each of the 

participants too.  

In the image to the right you can see that the microphone in the bottom left hand corner has a red line 

through it.  That means that this person is on mute.   

To turn your AUDIO ON click on this 

Unmute icon.  That will take you off mute 

so we can hear you. You’ll know if you are 

on mute if there is a red slash thru the 

Unmute icon as in this image. 

Figure 18 Mute / Unmute 
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Problem: We Can’t See Your Lovely Face 
If the attendees cannot see you on the Zoom screen (and you can’t see yourself either) then you 

probably have your video turned 

off.   

To turn it on just click on the 

VIDEO button in the bottom left 

hand corner of your screen.  

See the image here and what your 

screen will look like and where to 

find the Video icon.  

You can turn your video on or off 

at any time during a meeting.  The 

meeting host can also turn your 

video on/off at any time too.  So 

don’t piss them off. ☺  

 

 

 

 

 

To Leave a Meeting 
The person hosting the Zoom may session may end the meeting for everyone in which case your Zoom 

session will automatically end.  BUT if you’d like to leave early you can do so by clicking on the RED End 

Meeting text on the Zoom screen. 

Dat’s it…you’re now a PRO!! 

 

To turn your video ON click on this 

button to start the video.  You’ll know 

if’s OFF if there is a red slash thru the 

video icon as in this image. 

Figure 19 Turn your video on/off 


