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President’s Message 

Greetings to garden club members! What a difference a month makes! As I write this, the 

temperature is a balmy 8 degrees above, and I am filled with hope and plans and opportunities 

for the spring. I have big plans: the biggest is to have a 40 year old spruce removed from our back 

yard…quite an undertaking! (It has only taken 5 years for my husband to agree to this!) I hope 

that will open the back yard to much more sunlight so that we can install a few more raised beds. 

Many thanks to the 52 of you who joined us for our February speaker presentation on Zoom. 

Natalia even joined us by phone. Our Tomato Project speaker, Larry Zacharko, is an engaging 

and passionate speaker. (Rather than accepting an honorarium for his presentation, Larry asked 

the club to make a contribution to a charity he supports – a scholarship program called Hope for 

Rawanda’s Children Fund.) Larry also forwarded to the club many different varieties of tomato 

seeds which we distributed to 26 members who joined us for the Zoom presentation and who 

requested some of these seeds. I am hoping that some of you who now have Larry’s seeds will 

take photos of your harvests of these tomatoes and send them to Marlene, our newsletter editor, 

so she can include them in our September and October newsletters. To make it easier to pick up 

these seeds, I pinned the seed packages to a line at my garage door. When Priska picked hers 

up, she very graciously allowed me to photograph her for the newsletter. 

Thanks also to Brenda for forwarding to our membership information about a gardening series on 

Vision TV. The series is called Ageless Gardens which is described as “a visual celebration of 

gardens, with a special emphasis on the role gardens can play in healthy aging”. I have to admit 

that I am finding the series quite delightful, so much so that I have programmed our VCR to record 

episodes. While most episodes take place in British Columbia, Gared Reigar from the Vegetable 

Academy in Saskatoon is also featured. 

I would like to invite all of our club members to our March 11 speaker presentation to be held on 

Zoom. Our speaker is Winston Gamache. Winston is on staff at Greenland Garden Centre, and 

he is also a member of our club and has a plot at our Old Man Creek Community Garden. Winston 

appears to have growing plants in his blood, from being inspired at an early age by his step 

grandfather, a veggie gardener extraordinaire, to doing a minor on plant ecology and physiology 

at university to working at plant nurseries to growing his own edible plants to consulting for 

horticulture and agriculture related businesses. Winston will be taking us on a journey of growing 

plants from the initial seeding to planting out. Tomatoes are on the menu for certain, Winston tells 

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/


2 
 

me. So, to our new board member, Lori, who has been asking for advice on starting tomatoes 

from seeds, this presentation will provide you with even more information. 

On Monday, I received an email from Sheila Flint, who coordinates Old Man Creek Community 

Garden, regarding Sharon Wallish Murphy and Dan Murphy. Then on Tuesday I received an email 

from Melisa Zapisocki, Agriculture Initiative Specialist, Strathcona County, also regarding Sharon 

and Dan. So I called Sharon the next day to learn that Sharon and Dan have retired from Wallish 

Greenhouse. For those of you who buy your plants at Wallish’s, know that the greenhouse 

continues to remain in the Wallish family hands. Sharon and Dan are on a new journey. Last year, 

Sharon wrote and published a children’s book, entitled The Perfect Place for Plants. The book is 

suitable for children aged 6 to 9 or even older, in fact, much older! The book follows a grandfather 

(Sharon’s dad) and his two grandchildren, as he teaches them how to grow plants. Sharon and 

Dan are also setting up a website Gardening with Sharon where they will offer in-school fieldtrips, 

gardening coaching, as well as establishing a hub for horticulture in Edmonton and surrounding 

area. What Sharon is especially excited about is The Yardening Club, a private Facebook club, 

that the Murphys have set up in collaboration with Rob Spencer. Sharon will share her ornamental 

background while Rob will share his background in vegetables, fruit, bugs, and disease. Sharon 

and Dan presented at a past garden club meeting on the lily beetle, and I had the pleasure of 

joining a behind-the-scenes tour of Wallish Greenhouse several years ago. I wish Sharon and 

Dan much success in these new ventures. 

As I end this message, I would like to welcome a new member to our garden club. Welcome, 

Pam! I invite you to join us for our speaker meeting on March 11.  

Take care, everyone! Donna   
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Upcoming Meetings 

Next Meeting 

March 11    Winston Gamache, Greenland Garden Center 

7 pm          “Journey from Starting Seeds Indoors to Planting Out” via ZOOM     
 
 Use this link to register for this meeting: SCGC March 11, 2021 Registration. (I just 
registered; the link works like a charm!) 
 
“Psssst. I hear there might be a virtual door prize. That’s virtual door; the prize will be real.” 

 

Winston’s is a timely topic, near and 

dear to the hearts of many gardeners. 

He will help smooth some of the many 

bumps along the journey of effectively 

raising one’s own transplants from 

seed. Love those tomato plants! 

Below, the first sprout pops up in one 

of my nephew’s cardboard egg carton 

seeding trays.  

 

2021 Regular Meetings 

April 8        TBA 

May 13        Gerald Filipski,  A one hour Q & A 

https://forms.gle/oLtTB5ZDcnU4ADqp7


4 
 

Pot Pourri 

Have you noticed that more seeds seem to be available in pelleted form? That seems great for 

the tiny hard to handle seeds. But I wondered about how well they germinate. The advice I have 

seen is two-fold: ensure even moisture is maintained during the germination process; and do 

not save leftover pelleted seed for a future year – the germination rates may be disappointing. 

From Cindy Garneau: I visited this website that has some very nice virtual tours along with 

some interesting plant photos and write ups.  I believe Susan included the Brooklyn Botanic 

Garden in her January presentation; their website is bbg.org – I watched a couple of pretty and 

pink virtual tours “Cherry Esplanade” and “The Japanese Hill and Pond Garden” although there 

are others to watch.  A great stress reducer! 

  

This Board is Cookin’! 

 
Zucchini Pie 

Susan Robblee, Board Secretary shares 

this recipe with us 

Ingredients 

• 4 cups unpeeled zucchini, shredded  

• 1 cup onion, finely chopped 

• ½ cup butter 

• ¼ cup fresh parsley, chopped 

• ¼ cup fresh basil, chopped  

• 2 beaten eggs 

• ½ tsp salt 

• ¼ tsp pepper 

• 1 clove minced garlic 

• ¼ tsp oregano 

• 2 tsp dry mustard 

• 1 10 in unbaked pie shell 

• 8 oz shredded mozzarella cheese 
 
Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 F 

2. Place grated zucchini in a sieve over a bowl and press with back of spoon to remove 
moisture. 

3. Sautee onions in the butter  

4. Add zucchini, blend in herbs and spices 

5. Add the beaten eggs, pour mixture into pie shell 

6. Bake for 45 min. 

7. Add the cheese to the top and bake until melted and brown 

 

http://bbg.org/
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2021 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses 

  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name Contact 

President Donna Reimche  

Vice President Andrew Davison  

Past President   

Treasurer Bud Milsom  

Secretary Susan Robblee  

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke  

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski  

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau  

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey  

Fundraising Coordinator Marianne West  

Snack Coordinator Lori Hawrelak  

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner  

Support Volunteers Name  

Membership Assistant Pat Barker  

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish  

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker  

  Pegi Gunn-Graham  

  Marj Kennedy  

  Pat Komarniski  

  Sherri McCormick  

  Carol Moos  

  Shirley Radmanovich  

 Gerri Schmidt  

    

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 

 


