
1 
 

                      

                 June 2021 

        The Strathcona Gardener        

           Growing with the Community 

    www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca 

    strathgardenclub@gmail.com            

President’s Message 

Greetings to SCGC members!  All my seeds are planted.  All my seedlings have been planted in 

the ground. Finally!  What a challenge this spring has been!  I planted my peas, carrots, and 

onions much earlier than I normally would, and even with those cold nights and cool days and 

snow, they have managed to germinate.  My tomato plants have suffered the most.  Tall and 

leggy with many bottom leaves yellowing and dying. (I am sure it was the fertilizer.) However,  

since they have been planted in the ground, they are slowly recovering.  I decided to buy some 

hardy tomato plants from Green Thumb Kids, just in case mine did not work out.  Even Corine, 

mother of those kids with green thumbs, said that they had bad luck with hundreds of their first 

plantings, had to throw them out, and had to replant and start over.  Even so, they had around 

2000 tomato plants for sale.  As gardeners, we all learn to deal with the unexpected. 

In our May newsletter, our vice-president, Andrew, shared a recipe for his dandelion wine.  I 

reached out to Andrew for a sample of that wine he raved about, and guess what?  He heard ... 

and I won’t tell you where, but several of us had a chance to taste his wine.  Not in wine 

glasses, mind you, but in little paper cups.  That did not matter because his wine was delicious, 

slightly sweet with a lovely flavor.  Think about what can be done with all those dandelions we 

see almost everywhere we drive or walk? 

While I was working at Old Man Creek Community Garden last week, I became engaged in a 

conversation with one of the other gardeners, Rose.  Our conversation was about 

compost…especially making our own compost.  Rose lives in a condo, on the third floor of the 

building, and she makes her own compost on the balcony of her condo.  Rose absolutely hates 

to see all that green kitchen waste thrown into the garbage.  So…throughout the entire year, 

she takes that green waste and deposits it into a spin composter which is set on a stand on her 

balcony.  In addition to that kitchen waste, she also adds shredded paper and manages to make 

beautiful compost that she adds to her roses in another community garden plot and also into 

the soil at OMC.  And there is no smell!  Sometimes the material in the composter gets a bit 

moist and drains through small holes.  Rose collects this prime liquid and fertilizes the pots on 

her balcony.  Rose says sometimes working to make compost has its “gross” moments, and she 

did not grow up on a farm, but she loves the results when the compost is added to her garden.   

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/
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Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker for June is unable to attend.  Consequently, Brenda asked 

our July guest speaker if she could present in June, instead.  Fortunately, Elaine Rude said yes!  

Elaine will be speaking on Drought Tolerant Plants.  One of Elaine’s goals is to (and I quote) 

“educate gardeners about the benefits of creating water-wise gardens that are not only 

environmentally sustainable but incredibly beautiful and functional, as well”.  Elaine comes 

from the Calgary area which is in itself filled with challenges for gardeners.  She is a Master 

Gardener, certified Ornamental Plant Specialist, and landscape designer.  She has been 

designing spaces since 2000; many of her designs have won awards.  Elaine has given our 

garden club consent to record her presentation and then post it on our Facebook page.  So, if 

you are not able to attend the Zoom presentation next Thursday and are a member of our 

Facebook page, you do have the opportunity to watch her presentation on Facebook.  

However, Elaine has asked us to remove the posting after one month.  I hope that many of you 

are able to attend.   

I am pleased to welcome two new members to our club.  Welcome, Kelsey and Stella!  Stella 

became a member when her daughter purchased a membership for her as a Mother’s Day gift.   

My best wishes to all our club members for a successful growing season.  Take care!  I look 

forward to the time when we can meet in person and simply enjoy a coffee and wonderful 

snack. 

Donna  

   

Father’s   Day   is   June   20th,   hint,   hint.   A   garden   club   gift   membership  

for  that  special  Dad  or  Grandad  will  keep  giving  all  year  long.                   

Call  Pat  K. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

2021 Regular Meetings 

June 10        see next page 

July 8           TBD 

Sep 9            TBD 

Oct 14         Joe Gadbois, “Orchid Growing” and Garden Club AGM    
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Next Meeting 

June 10    Elaine Rude 

8 pm       Drought Tolerant Plants     
via ZOOM   NOTE the change in 
start time! 
 

Elaine is a Master Gardener, 

instructor, garden designer and 

obsessed gardener. She is a regular 

contributor to The Gardener, Fine 

Gardening, Calgary Herald, CHS 

and Canada’s Local Gardener. 

Elaine battles wind and wildlife on 

her beautiful NW acreage garden, is 

the owner of Paintbrush Garden Design and Consulting, and is a member of the Garden 

Sages.  No stranger to the challenges of country gardening Elaine is working to 

develop a gorgeous country garden with plants well adapted to her conditions. 

Use this link by noon Monday (SCGC Virtual Meeting Registration) to register for the 

Thursday meeting.  

 
                                
  
   
The June door 

prize is three 

different kinds 

of fertilizer. 

One is for 

flowers and 

two are for 

vegetables one 

of which is a 

fish fertilizer. 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Wxk4SH2MesAtY3cu9
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About Those Red Lily Beetles 

https://gardening.usask.ca/articles-and-lists/articles-insects/article-red-lily-leaf-beetle.php 

Meet Scarlet, the red lily beetle. Cute, isn’t she? But don’t be fooled by her perky little 

antennae. For she will reek havoc all growing season long with all of your lilies and 

fritillairia, (except for day lilies which apparently aren’t real lilies). You won’t mistake her 

for a ladybug, because she has no dark spots. 

She and her kin – and 

there may be a lot of 

them since she can lay 

up to 450 eggs – will 

feed on the leaves, 

stems and buds of lilies, 

causing severe damage 

if unchecked. The 

adults will over-winter in 

the soil or in leaf waste, 

re-emerging in spring to 

partake of the lily buffet 

we so graciously 

provide. Their winter 

home need not be near 

the host plant. 

The life cycle is 

completed in 36 to 54 days, from egg to hungry larvae to new adult, and so it repeats. 

As gardeners, we must be continually watchful. The best control is achieved by hand-

picking and destroying the adults, the eggs which are laid in long red or dark orange 

clusters on the underside of leaves, and the larvae which are dark blobs at the base of 

the leaves where they join the stem.  It’s a yucky business, but sometimes you have to 

take one for the team. Something to be grateful to Scarlet for is her brilliant red color. 

Imagine if she was a ‘green lily beetle’!  

According to the University of Saskatchewan experts at the web site above, these 

beetles can “hitchhike” on potted lilies, including Easter lilies, especially from out-of-

province. Look for them in any life cycle stage and take appropriate action. 

Some have said that sprinkling used coffee grounds around your lilies may interfere with 

the success of the red lily beetle. Whatever works, yes? The USask experts do say that 

diatomaceous earth and insecticides are not effective controls. However, some 

evidence indicates that a particular non-native parasitic wasp is a natural predator. 

Happily, it is a non-stinging wasp. Unhappily, it is not available to home gardeners. 

https://gardening.usask.ca/articles-and-lists/articles-insects/article-red-lily-leaf-beetle.php
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Pot Pourri 

➢ Oh! The gardener’s dilemna: where to put all those lovely new plants you couldn’t resist 
at the garden center!   The Garden Club will come to your rescue. We are holding our 
annual plant sale in September 2021. As you divide your perennials to make space for 
the newcomers, we urge you to pot them up and hold them for the fall sale. It’s a win-
win-win for you, the Club and the customers of our plant sale! 
 

➢ The library is hosting a zoom presentation on Tuesday, Jun. 22, 7:00pm - 8:30pm. The 
topic is Rainwater Harvest and Flood Mitigation. Register https://bit.ly/3nFK1rb zoom 
meeting.  Harvest great tips for designing and maintaining urban water systems from 
permaculture landscaper and regenerative designer Michael Moore. 
 

➢ If you missed any of our recent Zoom presentations, you may find them posted on our 
Facebook page. As a member of the garden club, you can join the Strathcona County 
Garden Club group Facebook page for these and other interesting posts. 

 

This Board is Cookin’! 

Poppy Seed Cake (submitted by President, Donna Reimche) 

This recipe comes from a very old recipe book                                                                                                              
that belonged to my mother.  The covers are                                                                                                       
missing and the advertisements list five-digit                                                                                          
Edmonton telephone numbers, beginning                                                                                                                    
with a 2.  It is because of this recipe that I 
now grow poppies for seed.                                                                                                  
.   

¾  cup poppy seed 

¾ cup milk 

¾ cup butter 

1 ½ cups sugar 

2 cups sifted flour 

2 tsp. baking powder 

1 tsp. vanilla 

4 egg whites, well beaten 

Soak poppy seed over night in milk.  Cream 
butter and add sugar, then add milk and 
poppy seed.  Mix.  Add dry ingredients and then egg whites. Bake in large pan or layers.  If 
layers, bake 25 minutes in 375 degree oven.  Bake 30 minutes for a 9 by 13 pan. 

https://bit.ly/3nFK1rb
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2021 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses 

  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name Contact 

President Donna Reimche  

Vice President Andrew Davison  

Past President   

Treasurer Bud Milsom  

Secretary Susan Robblee  

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke  

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski  

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau  

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey  

Fundraising Coordinator Marianne West  

Snack Coordinator Lori Hawrelak  

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner  

Support Volunteers Name  

Membership Assistant Pat Barker  

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish  

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker  

  Pegi Gunn-Graham  

  Marj Kennedy  

  Pat Komarniski  

  Sherri McCormick  

  Carol Moos  

  Shirley Radmanovich  

 Gerri Schmidt  

    

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 
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How Canadian is this? 

 

 


