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President’s Message 

Greetings to fellow gardeners!  I am writing this message on Wednesday, June 30, and the 

temperature is hot.  Outside it is 37C, and inside our home on the second floor, it is not much 

cooler at 36C.  For those of you who remember the Fahrenheit scale, 37C is equivalent to 98.6 

degrees Fahrenheit!  I cannot remember heat like this since maybe my childhood.  My husband 

claims the last time the temperature reached 37C in this region was in 1937, during the Dirty 

Thirties. My five rain barrels are empty, and now the County has placed restrictions on water use!  

I was at Oldman Creek yesterday evening, and saw our Oldman Creek Community Garden 

coordinator, Sheila Flint, there.  The water barrels had been filled the evening before, and Sheila 

could not believe how very warm the water in the barrels had become…bathtub warm, she 

exclaimed!  Warm enough to wash her garden feet, which she did! 

Regarding Oldman Creek Community Garden, I thought it would be a great idea to hold a small 

and informal awards ceremony, just to recognize some of the work these gardeners are doing 

with much success. 

1.  The Most Spectacular Recovery Award goes to my neighbor, plot holder #16.  This 

gardener planted earlier than I did and transplanted an abundance of corn plants before 

the May long weekend.  Then you must all remember the cold and the snow right at the 

long weekend.  When I came to plant 6 days after the snow, my heart shattered:  all that 

wonderful corn was down.  A few of us did not think it would recover…but it did.  It is 

flourishing now! 

2. The Most Precise Planter Award goes to Brian M.  I saw him on his hands and knees 

with a measuring tape and stakes and string, precisely measuring the distances between 

his plantings and in a complex pattern.  Measure… Measure… Measure… must be Brian’s 

motto, and it certainly pays off as his garden is spectacular…his peas must be 4 feet tall 

already!  However, his success could be related to the fact that he brings a chair, sets it 

carefully in place, and wills everything to grow.  A warning to those moles/pocket 

gophers…Beware…Brian is here! 

3. The Most Weed Free Garden Award has to go to Pat K.  I look and I look, but I never 

come across one single weed on her three plots! And I am not the only one to notice… 

right, Lori!  She matches Brian in detail and precision, and her garden is fabulous!  I am 

put to shame but do not even try to compete! 

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/
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4. The Biggest Tomato Ever on June 29th Award is for a tomato started from seed at home 

and yesterday, had a measured circumference of 7 and ½ inches.  Well...this one goes to 

me.  No bias needed because I looked at every other tomato plant at Oldman Creek, and 

even though Brian has 45 tomato plants on the go (I counted them!), I could not find one 

to compare.  It may be the only tomato on the plant, but it is beautiful! 

5. First Broccoli Pick Award is yet to be determined, but I am in the running for this!  I have 

heads that are 4 inches in diameter now, and I expect 8 inches in 3 more days! 

The greatest thing about gardening at Oldman Creek, outside the given of producing great 

vegetables, is the tremendous enthusiasm I hear from other gardeners who love being out there 

and growing food for their families.  I would love to hear of other awards that you would like to 

create so do not hesitate to let me know.  As Sheila said to me, the gardens look fabulous!   

I need to share two experiences with you, both related to speaker presentations.  After Donna 

Balzer’s presentation in April, I decided to grow strawberries in planters, suspended on rails on 

my deck.  I planted the strawberry plants later than I would have liked, but they were doing well.  

Two weekends ago, my husband and I went away, and when I returned, my strawberry plants 

were gone…only a few leaves here and there.  Was it the birds?  Was it the squirrels?  The next 

morning, I was sharing the loss with my husband.  As he chuckled, he took out his cell phone to 

show me a few photos of the culprit that he had captured on camera earlier that morning.  It was 

one of the squirrels that frequents the bird feeder, digging into the strawberry planter for whatever 

was left of the strawberries.  So much for that idea! 

When Gerald Filipski presented in May, he suggested a way to keep back the lily beetles that 

ravage my martagon lilies.  So, every time I made coffee, I saved the grinds and applied a thick 

layer around my martagons.  I think this process helped quite a bit.  However, I was still diligent 

about picking off those beetles when I saw them and mashing up the orange-red eggs I found on 

the leaves.  However, I missed an entire part of the beetle cycle.  It was only when Susan, our 

secretary and a fabulous gardener, came over and from a distance of at least 20 feet, spied a big 

black larva under a leaf that I was fully educated in lily beetles.  I spent at least thirty minutes 

looking under every lily leaf for those larvae to destroy them in soapy water.  The result?  My 

martagons are in full boom right now and the leaves have 80% fewer holes in them than last year.  

As an aside, Michael Moore, who presented through our Strathcona County Library, just a couple 

of weeks ago, told us that Neem Oil will work on those beetles, as well. 

Our July speaker lives and breathes in New Brunswick.  I asked our Speaker Coordinator, Brenda 

Brooke, where the inspiration came from to connect with Robert Osborne, and she said she was 

reading his book Hardy Roses and decided to try.  So, Robert will share his knowledge of hardy 

roses with us at our July Zoom presentation. Robert is the president of Corn Hill Nursery in New 

Brunswick.  He has won multiple awards for his work, including the New Brunswick Agricultural 

Leadership Award.  He has numerous publications to his credit, as well, and can be seen and 

heard on CBC Moncton.  Robert has asked that we donate his fee to a local literacy program. 

Thanks to Brenda, we have two noteworthy speakers planned for September and October.  I 

cannot announce September’s, but Joe Gadbois will be speaking on the plants that he absolutely 

loves – orchids - in October following our AGM.  Given the Alberta Health Services revised Covid 

protocols, we have booked our regular meeting place, Council Chambers, for both meetings, and 

are hoping for the best for in person meetings. 
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I am pleased to welcome a new member to our club.  Welcome, Karen!  With Karen, we now have 

179 members.  There have been 23 new members joining in 2021. 

Our next newsletter will be out in September, as we take a break from speaker presentations in 

August.  My best wishes to all for happy gardening.   Donna 

   

Upcoming Meetings 

Next Meeting 

July 8    Robert Osborne, Corn Hill Nursery, New Brunswick 

7 pm       Hardy Roses     via ZOOM   
  
 

Bob is a gardening author, a columnist on CBC radio 

and a member of several horticultural organizations. 

His work is published in magazines 

including Canadian Gardening and Fine 

Gardening, and has included weekly columns for 

the Times & Transcript and the CBC - Corn Hill 

Chronicles. Since 1982, Bob has been the President 

of Corn Hill Nursery Ltd. 

 

The topic for our July meeting is Bob's specialty, 

Hardy Roses and the 3rd edition of his book by that 

title is our door prize. Believe it or not, hardy roses 

are not the ugly ducklings of the rose world! Most 

have form, color and fragrance to rival most tea 

roses. The deciding factor for me is their hardiness. 

Bob will tell us how to choose and grow the best of 

the hardy roses. 

Here's the link to register for this meeting 

( https://forms.gle/rgvdBgdw3ZTMhhRT9  )  

If you think you might attend, please check the 

maybe box so we can send you the log in and 

password in case you decide to attend. Registrations 

are due in by 12 noon on Monday July 5th. 

                                
     

https://forms.gle/rgvdBgdw3ZTMhhRT9
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2021 Regular Meetings 

Sep 9            TBA 

Oct 14         Joe Gadbois, “Orchid Growing” and Garden Club AGM    

 

Pot Pourri 

➢ The Club’s Fall Plant Sale will take place September 11 at Smeltzer House. 
Support this fundraising event by potting up your plants now as you divide them 
and donate them for the sale. Details will be announced in the September 
Newsletter. 

➢ Strathcona Public Library is hosting our club member Winston Gamache on 
Zoom on the topic of Growing Great Fruit in Alberta on Tuesday, July 13, from 
7:00 - 8:30 pm. Use this link to register: 
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsCalendar.cfm?SiteID=2270  

➢ If you missed any of our recent Zoom presentations, you may find them posted 
on our Facebook page. As a member of the garden club, you can join the 
Strathcona County Garden Club group Facebook page for these and other 
interesting posts. 
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This Board is Cookin’! 

Corn and Black Bean Salsa (submitted 

by Marlene Exner, Newsletter Editor) 

1 can (19 oz.) black beans, drained 

and rinsed 

1 can kernel corn, drained (or fresh or 

frozen, cooked and drained) 

2 large avocadoes, diced 

2 large tomatoes, diced 

2/3 cup red onion, finely chopped 

2/3 cup fresh cilantro, chopped 

Juice and zest of 1 lime 

2 tbs olive oil 

½ tsp salt 

Combine all ingredients, adjusting lime and salt to taste. If you like a bit of heat, you can 

add some finely chopped jalapeno pepper. Serve with tortilla chips or add a scoop to 

the side of a green salad. Almost a meal on a day you don’t want to cook! 

 

Unexpected Visitor 

This lovely creature apparently missed the 

memo on no indoor gatherings. It appeared 

unexpectedly in the very uppermost reaches 

of my cottage a few days ago. It was rescued 

and released, much to my grandson’s relief. 

Having first ignored some encouragement to 

depart through an open window, it was picked 

up, boxed, and carried to the outdoors, where 

it flew off to some nearby shrubs. We have 

pelicans on the lake, and our purple martin 

house is fully occupied, but this is our first 

observation of a hummingbird. It gives me a 

little thrill to know that these beauties are also 

present. 
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2021 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website. Please note this information has not been updated vis-à-vis 

the Covid 19 issue. 

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses 

  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name Contact 

President Donna Reimche  

Vice President Andrew Davison  

Past President   

Treasurer Bud Milsom  

Secretary Susan Robblee  

Special Events Coordinator Brenda Brooke  

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski  

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau  

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey  

Fundraising Coordinator Marianne West  

Snack Coordinator Lori Hawrelak  

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner  

Support Volunteers Name  

Membership Assistant Pat Barker  

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish  

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker  

  Pegi Gunn-Graham  

  Marj Kennedy  

  Pat Komarniski  

  Sherri McCormick  

  Carol Moos  

  Shirley Radmanovich  

 Gerri Schmidt  

    

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 

 


