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President’s Message 

Greetings to gardeners and to all those who simply love plants!  I will be writing about beginnings 
and endings in this message.  Both beginnings and endings have great value.  When I think 
about the very tiny broccoli seed I plant in March, I marvel at that beginning when it pushes its 
way to the surface of the planting medium.  When I think about my knife, cutting its way through 
a healthy and thick broccoli stem in July, I marvel at its ending and the nutrition it provides for me.  
Now, to continue with endings.  This is the last message I will be writing as president of our club.  
While there have been challenges these last years, there have also been many rewarding 
experiences.  The greatest is meeting with so many of our members, whether at our meetings or 
at Old Man Creek Community Garden.  So for that, I thank our membership.  Our new president, 
Andrew, also enjoys meeting with our members and will be a strong ambassador for our club…as 
well as leading in so many other areas of the club and board of directors.  I, also, admit that I have 
thoroughly enjoyed writing these messages.  Since I retired quite a few years ago, I have had few 
opportunities to express myself in fun and enjoyable writing.  At this time, I would like to 
acknowledge the support and work of the club’s Board of Directors:  Bud, Andrew, Marlene, 
Marianne, Brenda, Cindy, Lori, Pat, Susan, and Dorothy and our Facebook Administrator, 
Marlene.  It has been a pleasure to work with you all.   

I also say goodbye to our Speaker and Events director, Brenda, and our Treasurer, Bud, who 
have been with our club long before it was incorporated as a society in 2011.  Their effort and 
support for the club over many years has been tremendous, and I can only say how grateful I am 
to have worked with these two board members who have demonstrated such strong commitment.   
We are very, very fortunate to welcome two new board members who enter with much 
enthusiasm.  Our new Speaker and Events director is Leesa who has been a club member for 
many years and has much interest in growing green things, as well as creating visual displays.  
Our new Treasurer is Allison who has a background in managing projects and who amazed me 
by saying yes to becoming Treasurer when I offered her several positions that would be open on 
the Board of Directors.  I heartily welcome Leesa and Allison to our 2022 Board of Directors.  

So…endings and beginnings. 

I cannot tell you how disappointed I am that we had to cancel one of my favorite club activities – 
the Christmas potluck dinner.  Hopefully, next year will be a safer year? However, the Christmas 
wreath workshop presented by Greenland Garden Centre on December 9 was very enjoyable.  I 

love my wreath!   

http://www.strathconacountygardenclub.ca/
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I am also looking forward to our January 13, 2022 speaker presentation and meeting.  We have 
decided to offer the presentation on Zoom with the hopes that more of you will attend and because 
Zoom creates that opportunity for us to go outside of Alberta, and even Canada, for a speaker.  
We will be welcoming Kerry Meyer from Proven Winners to talk about New Plants for 2022.  I 
believe Kerry lives in Missouri, but Brenda says that her newsletter articles cover all zones.  As 
with previous Zoom presentations, all those attending will have the opportunity to win a door prize 
which the club will be offering.  I am not sure what the door prize will be, but be assured it will be 

worth the while.   

And so I end.  I extend to all of you good wishes for the holiday season.  With many thanks for 
being a part of our garden club, Donna 

             

 

2022 Membership Renewal Due 

In 2021, garden club members were rewarded with the waiver of membership dues.  

With the arrival of the new year, membership renewals once again become due. Your 

membership is a very economical $20 for an individual or family/household. If you 

garden at Oldman Creek, the plot fees have increased to $30 per plot to cover 

increased costs of providing water. The membership renewal form is included with this 

newsletter; we urge you to fill it out and return it along with the appropriate funds to Pat 

as indicated on the form. 

 

FYI 

Below is the link to the Edmonton Horticulture Society fall newsletter which you may find 

interesting. Its contents range from local to national and international and are colorful, 

interesting, and informative. 

https://edmontonhort.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-Fall-Gardeners-Gate.pdf     

 

 

https://edmontonhort.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-Fall-Gardeners-Gate.pdf
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Next Meeting 

Jan 13           Kerry Meyer, Proven Winners Program Manager 

7 pm Zoom   “New Plants for 2022” 

Kerry’s background includes experience in horticulture markets with a strong emphasis 
on hands-on research and breeding projects. Prior to joining Proven Winners, she was 
a plant breeder with Ball Floraplant and a researcher at the University of Minnesota and 
at Forest Lake Garden Center in Minnesota. She holds a Master of Science in 
horticulture from the University of Minnesota and a Bachelor of Science in horticulture 
from the University of Missouri. Kerry's specific responsibilities with Proven Winners 
include managing the plant tag development and printing process, assisting in 
coordination of major events such as Pack Trials and trade shows, managing the plant 
patent process, preparing cultural information, acting as the lead source of product 

information for industry and consumer 
publications including consumer web 
content, managing key projects and 
overseeing and participating in 
development of public relations for special 
projects, such as the Proven Winners pot 
program and Proven Winners consumer 
hard goods. 

Login to Kerry’s exciting presentation and 
you will have a chance to win the draw for 
these marvellous books. You will receive 
specific instructions for registering by 
email. 

Library Event 

Royal Botanical Gardens: Canada’s Biodiversity Hotspot 

The Strathcona County Library is hosting a virtual tour of the Royal Botanical Gardens 
in Ontario. Karin Davidson-Taylor, Education Officer, will discuss the history of the 
Botanical Garden and take us to the natural sanctuaries exploring the restoration of 
terrestrial and aquatic environments. There is no better place to celebrate the diversity 
of life than Royal Botanical Gardens, Canada’s biodiversity hotspot! Mark your calendar 
with these details.  

Sunday, Jan 30, 2022 at 1:00pm 

Register https://www.sclibrary.ca/calendar 
Free of charge 

https://www.sclibrary.ca/calendar
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Board Changes for 2022 

The Board is saying a fond farewell and a heartfelt thanks to several Board members 

who have served the garden club with dedication for many years: Donna Reimche, 

President (who will remain on the Board as Past President), Bud Milsom, Treasurer, 

and Brenda Brooke, Speaker and 

Events Coordinator. It has truly been a 

pleasure to serve the Garden Club 

alongside these hard-working, 

conscientious, and thoughtful 

volunteers. We will miss them while at 

the same time welcoming those who 

have stepped forward to follow them: 

Andrew Davison who moves from Past 

President to President, Allison 

McKinnon, Treasurer and Leesa 

Lacombe, Speaker and Event 

Coordinator. 

This photo was provided by Cindy who 

captured Donna presenting “Brenda 

aka ‘The Garden Club Glue’ with her 

thank you gift”. 

 

A Tasty Christmas Treat  

Pecan Squares – her Mom’s recipe, submitted by Brenda Brooke  

Base      

1 cup butter   Combine until crumbly. With parchment paper, line a 9 x 13 

1/3 cup icing sugar  pan. Pat flour mixture into pan. Bake at 350 for 10 – 15 min 

1 ¾ cup flour   or until golden. Reduce oven temperature to 300 degrees. 

Topping 

1 cup butter 

½ cup honey 

1 ½ brown sugar 

1/3 cup cream (in a pinch use evaporated milk) 

1 cup whole pecans 

 

Melt butter. Add honey and sugar. Boil for 3 minutes. Add cream. Pour over base. 

Cover with pecans. Bake 10 – 15 minutes or until bubbly. Cool before cutting. 
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Wreath Making Workshop 
A group of hands-on Christmas enthusiasts from the garden club gathered at Greenland 

Garden Center to create holiday wreaths from heaps of rich, fresh, aromatic greenery. 

Can’t you just smell it? With Winston’s expert coaching and their own joyful enthusiasm, 

everyone went home with a delightfully festive addition to their Christmas décor. 
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Membership Perk$ 

Present your 2021 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following 

establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details 

may be found on the Club website.  

Apache Seeds  Arch Greenhouses     Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market    Cannor Nurseries                       

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse   Cal’s Grower Direct  Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre    Arrowhead Nurseries 

Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre   BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens           

Millcreek Nursery Ltd        Jils Landscape Supply     Ellerslie Gift & Garden      Sunstar Nurseries Ltd. 

Estate Gardens Greenhouse         South Cooking Lake Greenhouses  

  

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts 

Board Members Name Contact 

President Andrew Davison  

Vice President   

Past President Donna Reimche  

Treasurer Allison McKinnon  

Secretary Susan Robblee  

Special Events Coordinator Leesa Lacombe  

Membership Coordinator Pat Komarniski  

Advertising Coordinator Cindy Garneau  

Phoning Coordinator Dorothy Gilbey  

Fundraising Coordinator Marianne West  

Snack Coordinator Lori Hawrelak  

Newsletter Editor Marlene Exner  

Support Volunteers Name  

Membership Assistant Pat Barker  

Facebook Administrator Marlene Parish  

Phone Volunteers  Pat Barker  

  Pegi Gunn-Graham  

  Marj Kennedy  

  Pat Komarniski  

  Sherri McCormick  

  Lil Parker  

  Shirley Radmanovich  

 Gerri Schmidt  

    

Oldman Creek Gardens Sheila Flint 587 990 9935; smayflint@gmail.com 

    


