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President’s Message
Greetings to Fellow Gardeners and SCGC Members! I am writing this message as your
President, Andrew, is away on a wonderful holiday, but he will be back for the September
newsletter.
I was out at Old Man Creek Community Garden yesterday and was amazed by what I saw! Yes,
the veggies are growing profusely thanks to the rain and rain and rain (hopefully, they will produce
well?), but I found mushrooms growing between the row of beans and the row of cucumbers!
Unfortunately, they are not the edible kind. (Just to let you know, I parked south of the shed and
walked to my garden.) Trying to keep on top of the weeds is definitely a challenge this year.
There are two items I would like to share with you. The first is to remind you that our club is
celebrating the Year of the Garden 2022 (a nation-wide celebration) with an afternoon tea at which
we will recognize three gardeners who have, over the years and as club members, made
outstanding contributions to our club and gardening community. We are pleased to recognize
Brenda Brooke, Pegi Gunn-Graham, and Sheila Flint. The date is July 23, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. at
the Break Room Cafe, just across the street from the library. Tickets are limited to 50 and do cost
$10.00 each. They will again be available for purchase at our meeting on July 14 or contact
Marlene, our newsletter editor. When you purchase your ticket, please let Marlene know if you
would prefer a delicious cup cake or a healthy fruit cup. I need to let the Café know how many
tickets were purchased and, thus, how many cup cakes and fruit cups are needed by July 15th.
The second item is a request … that each of our club members strongly consider making a
contribution to our club by serving on the Board. We have had a great deal of stability on the
Board since 2010/2011 when our club became incorporated under the Alberta Society’s Act. In
2010, there was a strong reluctance for club members to serve on the Board, and there was grave
concern that the Club would fold. As I understand the story, there was a threat made to lock the
doors until the members present at a crucial meeting agreed to take on all the board positions.
Brenda Brooke, at that meeting, agreed to take on two positions: president and speaker & events.
(Ask Brenda what feelings she had to deal with the first time she stood in front of all the members
at the first meeting?) There were other members who agreed to become involved: Pat took on
membership, Bud took on treasurer, Susan B and later JC, took on Secretary, Cathe agreed to
vice president. Marlene came to the Board early on, as well. You all remember Rose from the
raffle table (and her rainbow cakes!). Since I came on the Board as Snack Coordinator 10 years
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ago and then Vice President and then President and now Past President, there has been a solid
core group of board members: Marlene, Pat, Andrew, Cindy, Dorothy, and our newest board
members: Susan, Lori, Marianne, Alison, and Leesa. Stability is excellent; however, when longterm board members feel that they have done their share in contributing to the club, other
members need to help out. I am concerned that no one has agreed to take on the Vice President
position since that is important to the next step – President. I am hearing that other positions
may become open for the coming year. So, if you enjoy gardening at Old Man Creek or you enjoy
special events such as Dr. Evans’ tour or you enjoy the excellent speakers we have invited to our
meetings or you just enjoy meeting with other gardeners, please consider serving on the Board.
In the words of Blondie (although this is not exactly what she meant), CALL ME, even if only to
say you might be interested. My phone number is on the last page of this newsletter.
Many thanks for taking the time to read this message. My best wishes for a successful growing
season, whether flowers or vegetables.
Donna, Past President

Next Meeting
July 14
7 -9 pm

Brianna Sims, Blooms on 7 Flower Farm
‘Top 10 Cut Flowers for Growing in Zone 3’
Council Chamber, Community Centre,
401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park

Bring your mug and your loonies for a chance to win great
raffle items and to enjoy our awesome snacks and
beverages. Donated raffle items are always welcome.
This is the last opportunity to buy tickets ($10/person) for the
Celebration Tea on July 23rd. Join us for this memorable
event.

Our special Year of the Garden 2022 mug will be
available for purchase at the meetings or you can
contact Marlene by replying to this Newsletter. The
cost of $15 includes a small profit
for our Club’s treasury.
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July Raffle Prize
We’re stepping it up for July a tad. This trio of solar lights works outdoors as well as indoors.
They’re beautiful!! You can group them together OR put them separately throughout your yard.
Something to enjoy as we move into summer!

Upcoming Meetings and Events
July 23
2 – 4 pm

Celebration Tea. The Break Room Café (more details on p.4)
#150, 161 Festival Way, Sherwood Park

Sep 10

Fall Plant Sale. As you divide your perennials, pot them up for our sale.

Sep 8

Lisa Harding, ‘Planting Garlic and Fall Seeding’

Oct 13

Strathcona County Garden Club Annual General Meeting / Election
Ashley Hinecker, ‘Vermiposting’

Nov 24

Annual Potluck Christmas Social at the Log Cabin
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Are You Coming for Tea?
The Club is hosting an afternoon tea on Saturday, July 23rd from 2 to 4 pm.
This celebration is being held to honour Brenda Brooke, Pegi Gunn-Graham and Sheila
Flint, three outstanding gardeners to whom the Strathcona County Garden Club owes a
great deal. It also serves to recognize Canada’s Year of the Garden 2022.
Tickets are still available but your last opportunity to purchase them is the July 14th
meeting. The cost is $10 per person on a first come basis. The ticket price includes tea
or coffee and a choice of cupcake or fruit cup. We invite you to peel off your gardening
gloves, dust off your hat and join us at The Break Room Café, 161 Festival Way, #150.
It is just across the lane from the library entrance to the Community Centre.

Southeast Edmonton Seniors Association (SEESA)
SEESA has organized a Garden Tour to take place on July 15 and has invited
interested garden club members to register and participate. The gardens are all in the
Avonmore, Fulton, and Gold Bar communities in Edmonton – pretty close to Sherwood
Park. If you register, you will receive an information package that includes garden
addresses. A poster is included as a separate attachment with the Newsletter; it will
direct you to the website with lots more information (seesa.ca/events).

The Garden of Evans
About 3 dozen happy gardeners spent a great afternoon in Dr. Evans’ diverse, colorful,
chaotic, and inspiring garden in Parkland County. He has a multitude of tree species, a
field of martagon lilies, a greenhouse in which we were able to taste a lovely variety
cherry – the FIGS were not
yet ripe – and an enclosure
full of plants for sale, to
mention only a few attributes.
We took full advantage of the
buying opportunities as well
as of Dr. Evans’ vast store of
information which he voices
seemingly without having to
think about it. Enjoy the
photos!
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Let the buying begin!
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Membership Perk$
Present your 2022 Strathcona County Garden Club Membership Card at the following
establishments for possible discounts on your purchases. Contact information and more details
may be found on the Club website.
Apache Seeds

Arch Greenhouses

Kuhlmann’s Greenhouse Garden Market Cannor Nurseries

Aspen Ridge Greenhouse Cal’s Grower Direct Cal’s Whitemud Garden Centre Arrowhead Nurseries
Salisbury Greenhouse All Seasons Garden Centre BMR Greenhouses & Water Gardens
Millcreek Nursery Ltd

Jils Landscape Supply

Estate Gardens Greenhouse

Ellerslie Gift & Garden

Sunstar Nurseries Ltd.

South Cooking Lake Greenhouses

Strathcona County Garden Club Contacts
Board Members
President
Vice President
Past President
Treasurer
Secretary
Special Events
Coordinator
Membership Coordinator
Advertising Coordinator
Phoning Coordinator
Fundraising Coordinator
Snack Coordinator
Newsletter Editor

Support Volunteers
Membership Assistant
Facebook Administrator
Phone Volunteers

Oldman Creek Gardens

Name
Andrew Davison
Vacancy
Donna Reimche
Allison McKinnon
Susan Robblee
Leesa Lacombe

Phone Number

Pat Komarniski
Cindy Garneau
Dorothy Gilbey
Marianne West
Lori Hawrelak
Marlene Exner
Name
Pat Barker
Marlene Parish
Pat Barker
Pegi Gunn-Graham
Marj Kennedy
Pat Komarniski
Lil Parker
Shirley Radmanovich
Gerri Schmidt
Sheila Flint
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587 990 9935;
smayflint@gmail.com

